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Entered at Stationers Pall, according to 
1 Au of Parliament. 
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. | NEW DESCRIPTION | 
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BLENHEIM £ 


n 4 * 


THE SPAT or 


HIS GRACE 


"TE e g 
DUKE 5 MARLBOROUGH. 
Containing a full and accurate Account | ; 


or THE 


' PAINTINGS, TAPESTRY, axp FURNITURE; 


A PICTURESQUE TOUR OF THE GARDENS 
Ax PARK 3 


And every W Circumſtance connected with the 
Subject, that can afford either InrorRMATION 
or ENTERTAINMENT. 


2 — — = — 


| not the vale 
Of Tzurz, fam'd in ſong, nor Ip Aꝰs grove 
Such beauty boaſts, . Lok Dp LyTTELTON's Blenheim. 


Qui fait aimer les champs, fait aimer la vertu. Ds Littz, 
A NEW AND IMPROVED EDITION. 
Embelliſhed with an elegant PLA x of the PAR E, &c. 
LONDON: 


PRINTED FOR T. CADELL), IN THE STRAND; 
E. NEWBERY, ST. PAUL'S CHURCH YARD; 
AND JACKSON, FLETCHER AND CQOOKE, 

' OXFORD, 
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THEIR GRACES, 


The Duke and Ducheſs of Marlborough, 


THIS PERFORMANCE 
IS MOST RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED; 
AS AN HUMBLE TESTIMONY OF PROFOUND 
VENERATION 
FOR WHATEVER 1S AMIABLE IN PRIVATE LIPB, 
OR CAPABLE OF REFLECTING REAL LUSTRE 
ON EXALTED RANK 3 
BY THEIR GRACES 


MOST DEVOTED, AND 


MOST OBLIGED HUMBLE ' SERVANT), 


THE AUTHOR. 
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No publications are more entertaining « or 
uſeful than local delineations and deſeri rip- 
tions, drawn with fidelity and tafte: they e en- 
able perſons to form a juſt idea of remark- 


able places to which fortune or ſituation b 


denies them acceſs; and without ſuch aids 
occaſional ſpectators, who have not leifure 


to trace every beauty for themſelves, muſt | 
inevitably loſe half the pleaſure and ſatiſ- 


faction to be derived from their Excur - 
S10nNS. Few places poſſeſs more attractions 
than BLENHEIM; and yet few places have 
received leſs juſtice from the PozT or H1s- 


TORIAN, — WHEATLEY and GiILPIN, who 


had every requiſite qualification to do it 
£ Juſtice, 


>_ 


3 


"7 vil 


bases fare vaty meetionsd rin e 
manner; and Loxp LyTTELTON lived too 
near the æra of the firſt Duke of Mazr- 
BOROUGH'S Exploits to defcribe the place 
farther than might ſerve as a vehicle for 
the praiſe of the Hero, The preſent work 
is reſpectfully offered as an attempt at 
more appropriate delineation; E and the Au- 
thor is happy to find, that the public has 
already ſhewn 1 it that favourable and candid 
attention, which, in every caſe, ought ul- 
timately to be the reward of him, who, by 
honeſt arts, aſpires to it's unbiaſſed patron- 
: age and protection. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION. 
/ 


BLENHEIM may be ſeen every 
afternoon from three to five o'clock, 
except on Sundays and public days. 

CoMPANY who arrive in the morn- 
ing may take the ride of the Park 
before dinner, and after that, viſit 
the Palace, &c. | 

- SHOPPING: for Woodſtoek Gloves 
nd poliſhed Steel, both here unri- 
valled, may be attended to in going 


or returnin 8 
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* * A few plans of BLENHEIM PARK on 
and Eagle French Paper, plain or 
or framing, may be had where the Dzsckir- 
TION is ſold. i 
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NEW: DESCRIPTION | o 
FIOH ELL) 
B 3 | . 
10 M138, f 
ER are or Caſtle of BLEN= 4 
ur, one of the moſt mia agnifi- = 


cent piles of architectufe in this kings 

dom, fach pethap s in the whole world, 
ſtands in the fineſt part of one of the 
fineft counties in England, -within half 
a fan of the borough of New Wood- 
; 'diftaiit about eight miles from 
| 2 Uaiverdty: of Oxford, and fixty- 
four from London. The ſurrounding 
Fountry is fertile and i irriguous, adorned 


rich woods, - and abounding with ſeats 
B of 


* 
* 


5 


orf the nobility and gentry ; the air 1 


pure, mild, and ſalubrious; and all the 
neceſſaries and many of the elegancies 


of life are plentiful and 1 


BLENHEIM was built at the public 


expence, in the reign of Queen ANNE, 


by whom, with the concurrence of 
Parliament, which voted half a million 
for its completion; it was conferred, to- 
gether with the annexed demeſnes, on 
the moſt illuſtrious JohN Duke of 


MARLBOROUGH, as a teſtimony of 


royal favour and national gratitude for 
his tranſcendent ſervices, and the many 
fignal victories he had gained over the 
French and Bayarians, particularly that 
near the village of Blenheim, on the 
banks of the Danube, from which this 
noble palace receives its name. This 


| victory being atchieved on the ſecond 


day of Auguſt, 1704, it was enacted, 
That on the ſame day of every year. 
for ever, the inheritors of his Grace' 8 
honours and titles ſhould render at 
WinpsoR to her Majeſty, her heirs 

ET 1 


( 38 3 


and ſucceſſors, one ſtandard or colours, 
with thtee fleurs- de- lis painted there- 
on, as an acquittance for all manner of 
rents, ſuits, and ſervices, dues! to the 
Crow. 

The acchite@ of Banden Was Sin 
Joun VANBRUGH,; who, though he 
has perhaps been juſtly blamed for the 
heavineſs of his general deſigns, muſt 
at leaſt ſtand acquitted in this inſtance, 
when it is conſidered that ſtrength and 
durability were principal objects to be 
regarded, in a pile intended to remain 
a monument of Britiſh valour and 
Britiſh generoſity, till the lateſt N 


of time 


= Til Ane cg ſtage defign'd to prove 
A Cnvxcuilrl's valour, and a Nation's love. 


: Accordingly we find both the plan 
= and the execution excellently adapted 
= to anſwer thoſe momentous purpoſes ; 
and while the more madern and ſhewy 
fabrics are only the boaſt of an age, 
Blenheim ſeems calculated to ſtand un- 


2 injured 


injured by the lapſe of. years, and to 


excite the admiration of foreigners as 
welb as natives, in nen, as it 18 
better known, n. $0197 

But Vanbrugh does not ſtand in need 


of the poor compliment of an apolo 
for his deſign, — he deſerves very 5 
derable applauſe for his judgment in a 
circumſtance which has principally ex- 
poſed him to the cenſure of pretended 
critics: he has rendered this ſtructure 
characteriſtic and expreſſive of its deſi 
tination. Its maſſy grandeur, its ſpa- 

cious portals, and its lofty towers, recal 
the ideas of defence and ſecurity; with 
theſe we naturally aſſociate the hero 
for whom it was erected, and thus find 
it emblematic. of his. talents. and pur- 
ſuits. 

From Woodſtock, the uſual. ap- 
proach, we enter tlie park through a 
triumphal arch, or ſpacious portal of 
the Corinthian. order, raiſed to the 
memory of John Duke of. Marlbo- 
rough, by Sarah his Ducheſs; and 

charged 
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. 
charged with the following . 
on the fide next Woodſtock : 


Porta haec extra Fs bind off Bid alleftriffad 
Fohatnis Devcis di Marlborough juffo atqve awpiciis 
Sarae conjogis dilectiſimae cvi * commendawvit 
| opera 

Dovibes wltimam ipſe manum non impoſverat. 


Qpanta forrint dwucis in rempublicam meritd ingreſs tibi 
. Phoribvs dicet colviniia guant optimae conj4 Vgis pittas 
poni wvolvit 
EU perenne efſet ipſius gloriae Foarque diledionis 
monumentum. 


A. D. enn. 


Towards the park i is the bogus 


tranſlation : . 


This gate was built the year after tht death 4 the * 
| itluftriovs © 
Joby Dole of Marlborough by order of Sarah bis n 1 
beloved wife 
To whom: he left the ſole direction of the many things 
That remained wnfiniſhed of this fabrich.. 

The ſervices of this great man 10 his country the pillar 
Will tell you which the Ducheſs has erected for a laſting 
Monument of his glory and her affection to him, 

MDCCXXIIT, = | 


| on entering the park, one 0 the 
moſt enchanting proſpetts i in nature diſ- 
| B 3 _ cloſes 


( 16) 


cloſes itſelf tõ our view. The PALAck 
appears in front, the towers of which 
riſe into the horizon; on the left, part 
of the borough of Woops rock; on 
the right, a broad and deep valley, 
through which flows a river of equal 


extent, with bold and winding ſhores, 


at a proportionate diſtance interſected, 
but viſibly not terminated by a BRIDGE 
of correſponding magnificence to the 
grandeur of the ſcene; — a ſwelling 
lawn, crowned with a ſuperb and lofty 
CoLUMN, which leaves the talleſt trees 
that ſeem crowding round its baſe at 
an immenſe diſtance below, while light 
clumps, ſhady groves, and plantations 
of different ſhapes and hues ſkirt the 
bounding dales, or | clothe the re- 
moter ſlopes; —a ſecond reach of water 
beyond the bridge, fringed by deep 
woods that riſe to the very ſummit of 
the oppoſite hill, and compoſe a va- 
riouſly tinted and indented ſurface of 
luxuriant foliage; all theſe form an aſ- 


ſemblage of attractions unrivalled, and 


conſpire 
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( & 
conſpire. to ſtrike the eye. *= taſte with 
an irreſiſtible charm. In this fin ng ular- 
ly pictureſque landſcape,” the, beauriful 
and the ſublime are moſt. intirnately 
combined : all that can pleaſe, elevate, 
or aſtoniſh, diſplay t themſelves at once; 
and the mind is at a loſs, to know to 
what ſource it is chiefly indebted for 
its pleaſure, or rather what is the pre- 
dominant character of the objects that 
arreſt its attention. | 

At a ſmall diſtance from this portal, 
towards the right, is the Centrum Pho- 


nicum, or ſpeaker” s place, of a very re- 


markable polyſyllabical articulate Ec Ho; 
which, according to Dr. Plott, in his 
Natural Hiſtory of Oxfordſhire, will 
diſtinctly repeat ſeventeen ſyllables in 
a calm day, and in the night twenty : 

but the demolition of the ancient palace, 
which ſtood on the brow of the oppoſite 


hill, the extenſion of the river, or ſome 


other latent cauſe, has in ſome mea- 
ſure diminiſhed its ſurpriſing powers. 
TOY a very ſuperior Ecxo may be 


B 4 heard 
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(#). 
heard by a e ſtationed nęar an old 
cedar tree, between Ros Alox p 8 We Il 
rig the bridge ; ; and it is nothin unu- 
ual for thoſe who : are acquainted with 


this circumſtance to com pliment the 


vocal nymph with a How do go do ? 


or indeed with any other v wor ds, or 
even muſical ſounds, which are ſpeedily 
returned with amazing exactneſs of ar- 
ticulation, and reiterated according to 
the ſtillneſs of the ſurroundin g ſcene. 


A broad gravel- road, preſerving 8 one 


e direction for a. quarter of 2 
mile, and gradually diverging from the 
ſweep of the river, conducts us towards 
the eaſtern gate of the Palace. This 
road is almoſt wholly y open. On the 


Woodſtock fide, only a few ſmall freſh- 


planted clumps appear, which aſſiſt to 


conceal the boundary from other points 


of view, and to break the line of ſome 
private houſes ; a few trees, e 


diſpoſed, ſkirt the ſlope, and others 


a larger growth range with the. ſtream 
on its very edge, and afford ſome pretty 
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( 19 ) 

glades into the water between their 
trunks and, boughs; but their heads 
ſcarcely riſing above the level of the 
walk, they ſerve rather to vary than to 
hide. Near the Home Lodge, on the 
left, the new walk commences: it ex- 
tends about a quarter of a mile under 
the park Wall, amidſt the covert of 
T which afford ſhelter from 
the winds, and ſhade from the heat. 

As we advance, the proſpects di- 
verſify, the fine rural ſcenes in the 
northern part of the park become more 
and more conſpicuous; and to the 
north-weſt, the eye takes in an am- 


ple field of cheerful objects over 2 
wide extent of campaign and woodland 
country, to the extremity of Wulcn- 
woop. Foreſt, which is finely con- 
traſted with the deep umbrage that 
overhangs the lake, and intercepts the 
view. This road, which is only lateral 
and circuitous, to avoid the ſtiffneſs of 
a direct approach, at laſt falls into ano- 
ther, which, beginning 8 at the noble en- 

trance 
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trance on the ſouth of Woodſtock, is 


lined by double rows of | ſtately trees, 


and forms a beautiful and 3 viſta 
to the Palace. 

By the eaſtern gate we enter an ar- 
caded quadrangle; on the right, con- 


fiſting of offices; on the left, chiefly 


occupied by the THEATRE, which has 
been recently fitted up in a ſtyle of pe- 
culiar elegance, and with appendages 
correſpondent to the munificence and 


fortune of the owner. The ſtage is 


large, and is furniſhed with ten changes 
of ſcenery, excluſive of fixtures : the 
ſeats for the audience are eaſy and com- 
modious, and capable of accommodat- 
ing two hundred perſons, without in- 
cluding the ſide boxes. The whole has 
a grand and a pleaſing effect. For an 
amuſement at once liberal, elegant, and 
inſtructive, which admits ſo. many to a 
participation, and which leaves no ſting 
behind, the expence conſpicuous here 
cannot be deemed too profuſe, nor can 
that generoſity and taſte be ſufficiently 

_—_ 
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praiſed that have appropriated and ap- 
plied it ſo well. N 
From this quadrangle, we proceed 
into the area, where the NoRTEH FRONT 
opens to the view; a noble piece of 
architecture, three hundred and forty- 
eight feet from wing to wing, and 
highly ornamented, | particularly i in the 
centre. 

This is the grand approach ; and to 
it we are properly conducted over the 
valley, through which the river winds, 
by a magnificent bridge, of dimenſions 


ſuperior to the RIALTo at Venice, the 
diameter of its centre arch being a 
hundred and one feet: 3 


* 


Thro which the Danube might collected be 
His ſpacious urn. „ aqoxraflrma at. 


1 4 effect of HP brite ge, hich 
unites two hills, and gives an TA? 
ty and conſiſtency to the ſcene that 
would otherwiſe be disjointed and com- 
plex, is peculiarly grand ; and its ap- 
plication one of the happieſt efforts of 

judgment. 
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judgment. Beyond it, on a conſiderable 


eminence, in the midſt of a fine lawn, 
is a ſtately column or pillar, one hun- 


fred and thirty feet high, on the top of 


which ſtands a ſtatue of the immortal 
John Churchill, Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, 

| + Fm a guardian God ublime, : 

And awes the ſubje& plain. 
Every circumſtance that enters into the 
compoſition of the ſcene unites to pro- 


mote one vaſt and beautiful effect. The 


north front itſelf is of ſuch magnifi- 
cence as to diffuſe a luſtre on ſurround- 
ing objects ; the accompaniments are 
well adapted to refle& it back on the 
building. A fine expanſe of water 
ſtretches its arms around, as if proud 
to embrace it, approaches in a variety 
of directions, ſpreads its animating ſpirit 
over the whole, and connects together 


the widely extended, and extremely di- 


verſified parts of the brilliant landſcape. 


The Sourn FRonT, though leſs 


extenſive, is highly elegant. It com- 
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mands a calm ſcene, a view that, with- | 
out furpriſing, no repetition can render 
indifferent; the eye reſts on it wit 
complacency, and returns to it with de- 
light. The fore- ground is a, fine lawn, 
frequently covered, with. ſheep ; the 
pleaſure. grounds. ſucceed; behind is 
beautiful, perſpective. of the: village, of 
BL a pom, juft paeping through tafted 
trees ;, and: ſtill. farther, . a proſpect. of 
the. diſtant: hills, which, breaking, one 
before another exhibit a ſucceſſion of 


chains, till the laſt,, a continuation! of 


the CIT TERN Range through. Berks, 
gradually diſſolves in the almoſt bound- 
leſs horizon on the ſouth-weſt... Over 
the portico, which does credit to the 
Corinthian order, ſtands a coloſſal buſt 
of Louis XIV. of France, taken from 
the gates of Tournay. 
— glorious trophy to the Victor's fame,— 

A laſting record of the Gal Lic ſhame: 
It is adorned with proper military em- 
blems, and under it is the ſubſequent i in- 


ſcription, running along the pediment: 
Europe 


* . 
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| Fare ares vindex genie decora alta Britanno 1 
Which may be: rendered, ec Ti be 75 


4 411 


775 * Funes to the. Brits 15 Gain 


Near the eaſtern angle, a commo- 
dious and elegant OBSERVATORY has 
been lately erected, amply furniſhed 
with the beſt aſtronomical apparatus, 
by the juſtly celebrated Ramſden. A 
grand teleſcope, by Herſchell, preſent- 
ed to the Duke by his Majeſty ſoon 
after the royal viſit to Blenheim in 1786, 
and now in the library, may be reckon- 
80 a very e E ec ; another 


2 Though this inſcription has but one Dr, 
and can have but one conſiſtent meaning, it has 
nevertheleſs been tortured into various; and the ſen- 
tence without a verb has been the alternate ſtumbling- 
Block of real ignorance and falſe criticiſm : no au- 
thorities can avail the former; the latter may be con- 
vinced of its propriety, by referring to 


ZENEAS HC DE DaNals VICTORIBUS ARMA. 
AQHNAIOI AIIO MHA NN KAI OHBAINN - 


And to other inftances of a ſimilar mode of expreſ· 
fon, from ſources of unqueſtionable purity. 


COTTC= 
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correſpondin g Obſervatory i is now fitted 
up, at the weſtern angle. C 
The apartments of this: asse, are 
furniſhed With princely. magnificende: : 
the tapeſtry and paintings attract uni- 
verſal and deſerved attention; but as it 
is impoſſible to do them adequate juſ- 
tice in any general deſcription, we ſhall 
conduct our readers through the grand 
ſuit of rooms, uſually open to public 
inſpection, in the order they are ſhewn, 
and enumerate;the moſt celebrated n 


ductions of art in each. «th 
a Hete Printe ſhews the wonders of her art, = 
Gains on the ſenſe, and captivates the heart; 
From mimic pencils new creations riſe, 
Start into life, and wear its native dyes 3 - 
Bold as the form PRomETHEUs taught to move, 
When Heaven's dread lightning he withdrew "from 


Jovx. 


Here Bxuss Ls“ looms their walk Kill dt. 1 
play. 
And tapeſtry armies and 3 in hw array. 
The vivid tints with war's dread horrors burn: 
Here, Grief and Shame—there, Rage and Fury turn 
The lengthen'd march—the ramparts riſe to ſight, 
And all the kindling glories of the fight. 


Hail, 
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Fial, ye Hell rtills, whole cd ac JN lieg n 
Can mould the palidnby and rfoul th We“ 


Not to the eye your labours are qddreſt,— 
They boaſt an influence o'er the ductile breaſt ; ., 


For while, efitfinc'd; each happy touch we view, 


- | Tlie moral ſenſe becomes reform d by . 
Beauty and order, harmony and eaſe, 
IN! to 77888 as they tend to pleaſe, 


RAIL L. 


need a ſuperb portico, on may 7 
Corinthian coltinins of elegance and di- 
menſions almoſt uhdvillea: vr enter 
the hall, which Hes in the centre of the 


north, or grand front: this is alſo ſup- 


ported by. fluted Corinthian pillars. 


The ceiling, which is the height of 
the building, is painted by Sir James 
Thornhill, and allegorically repreſents 
VicTorRyY crowning JohN Duke of 
MaRrLBOROUGH, as ſhe points to a 
plan of the battle of BTENHEIXM. 


The Duke is depicted in a blue Roman 


dreſs. Over the noble marble door-caſe 
that communicates with the faloon, is 
a buſt of the ſame hero, with this in- 


ſeription 2 Ecce 
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FAwN, in bronze, from the origina 
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5 14 1 15 an nee I 


+ Z. tee wirum PL cut gens auguſta Penates | 


Cui fractas tandem Gallia debet open. 
Hic peterem Angliace wirtuti nflgurat honorem 


Seu res confelio, ſeu fit agenda mann. 
Non animo Auguſtus melior, non Julius armis, | 
Seu multi i ile, wel "Ih demat. FW 
Behold = man to di ian W Wale 1 317 

ho ſhook the Gallic, Ard the Auſtrian throne; 


New luſtre to Britannia*s glory gave; 


In councils prudent, as in action brae. 


Not Fulius more in arms Alina. girl, 
Ner could Auguſtus better calm nen 


In the gallery on be fa — oh mah 
be ſeen whole length portraits. of Villiers 
Duke of Buckingham, ſtabbed by F el 
ton, by Myttens;—of Henrietta Queen 
of Charles I. by Vandyke; —and of 
Henry Rich Lord Holland, by an un- 
known maſter. A large collection of 
family portraits occupy the ſame allery, 
the whole extent of the houſe. 1 55 
in niches 1 near the angles, are the Mes 


DICEAN VrNus, and the Daxcxe, 


- +> 


Sl ? 


in the Grand Duke of Tuſcapy: $.col-, 


g=> — - "33 ik IJ 


lection, and executed with inimitable 


C Kall 


{85 
{kill by Maximilian Soldani Benzi, at 


Florence, in 1711. 

The arcades on the riglit and left are 
adorned with marble - termini, Below 
on a black marble ſlab ſands a fine an- 
tique Diana and Dog, and exactly op- 
poſite, on a fimilar ſlab, is a beautiful 
Vasz with figures in relievo, from the 
antique. | 

Over the grand R N is a large 
picture, by Hudſon, of Charles Duke 
of Marlborough and Family; and be- 
yond the arcades, on the other ſide of 
the hall, the firſt Duke and Family are 
delineated by the pencil of Cloſterman. 


BOW-WINDOW ROOM. 


From the hall, we proceed along a 
paſſage to the bow-window room. The 
famous battle of BLENHEIM is pour- 
trayed in the tapeſtry on the right at 
entrance, and occupies a conſiderable 
ſpace. The principal action is confined 
to the taking of W Tallard. The 

battle 
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bal d rden 1s, 0 -nted 
in the ape on th edett. ian A 
ee e ee St. Jerome 
ſtudying, very fine, by Glorgions: | 
Over the ;chimney, a moſt capital ori- 
ginal picture, by Rap phael, of the Vir- 
gin and. Child; St. 1 ho and. St St. Ni- 
cholas, formerly . ee to 955 Ca- 
pella degli Anfidei ; at. Perrugia. RA 
" © INCA pannel to the right... 05 
A fine Head after Han. Caracci, wy 
Sir Joſhua Reynolds. 5 6 
„ Head of Lady Anne Chacchill, 
by Sir Godfrey A 
K ſmall picture of the Aſſumption, 
by Tintoret. 
A female Head, by eren 
Two Monkies in the habit of 
Monks, by Teniers. | 
A Madona and Child, 1M Lionarde | 
da . 
Over the ſecond door are two 
Nymphs, by an uncertain maſter. Ke 
Between two beautiful fluted Corin- 
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thian pillars, another portrait. o of Lady 
Anne Churchill, ; by neller. : 

Wy ? {mall peridefit Cabinet, wih a 
miniature Painting,” 'by 7 Car, 
Spence er. I 


5 On the next pa annel. 


An elegant Fabi of 'th Luke 
ceſs Mary, 'by Miſs Car. Wa on. 

A beautiful kebing of 2 a Wood 
Nymph, by the Princeſs Royal; given 
to her Grace the Ducheſs of Marlbo- 
rough, by her Royal | Hig neſs, 5 

An allegorical e rawing, by 
Cipriani, intended as a 1 dee 
to the ſecond volume of the emmæ 
Matlbuticnſes Selce. 

Between the oppoſite pillars. 
A portrait of Prince Faß z 


1 


quis of Taviſtock, by Watſon. 
25 On the next pannel. 


The Princeſs Sophia, by Miſs o. 


roline Watſon.” : 


An Etching, by the Princeſs Royal. 
IG £2 01:6 IQ kind "An 
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vg Wig! 208, 25 


An origin: Drawing, by Gpriani, 
| the frontiſpiece to the firſt, volume of. 
the Gemmæ Marlburienſes ; 71 the ſub- 
ject from Pliny's Nat. Hiſt. bs 

Over the third door, a Battle Piece, 
by Woyermans. 3 

The ceiling is painted i in a novel 
ſtile of ſimple elegance, and a0 dornęd 
with 1 Rty emb bene, by Hakewill. , 
The window curtains and, furniture; 


_ 


are blue ſilk damaſk. Under the mir- 
W rors that adorn the pannels between 
W the. windows, are two marble. ſlabs, 
on cach of which is a ſleeping. euren 
very expreſſively ſculptured in white 
. marble. At the other end of the room 
are two elegant cabinets. 


5 [DUKE's DRESSING ROOM. 


2 The decorations of this apartment. 
are rather elegant than ſplendid; ;, the 


W hangings are ſtraw-coloured flack. pa- 


1 per, with a rich border; the furniture | 
W chintz. | 
5 The paintings are: 

e 3 . 


( 3 2 , 


1. * 1. Venus and Adonis, b an 
uncertain artiſt; 4 Mag agdalen, by 
young Palma; — our Saviour in the 
Virgin's lap, crowning two female 
Martyrs, by Titian;—St. Mark pen- 
ning his Goſpel, by old _ a 

2. Inſide view of a Church, by 
Steenwyck ;—a proſpect of a Spaniſh. 
Sea Port, by Weenix ;—the Deſtruc- 
tion of Pharach and his Hoſt in the, 
Red Sea, by old Frank: 

II. 1. Two Beggar Boys, very cha- 
racteriſtic, by Murillio; ;—Eſther and 
Akaſterus, by Paul Veroneſe ;—three | 
Beggar Boys, by Mufillio. + 

III. 1. A Holy Family, very fine, 
by Reubens; — Charles Earl of Sun 
derland, e Kneller; 3 — * e 


* The W morals I. II. Ul. refer t to he 
three ſides of the apartment, beginning at the left: 
the fourth, and in the grand cabinet the third, is oc- 
cupied by the windows and the mirrors. The Arabic 4 
characters 1, 2, expreſs the upper and lower rows of 
pictures on the ſame fide. When the arrangement 
would not ſuffer this eaſy mode of 5 the fi- 


gures are omitted. 


. by 


(a 


Earl Spencer, by Tilleman. 


elegant globes, by Adams. 


- 
* 
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very capital. 


Raphael; — the Marchioneſs de Havre; 
— the Ducheſs of Buckingham and 
5 Vandyke. 

2. An oval portrait of King Wil- 


9 Man's Head, by Titian; — another 
c 4 Head, 


EAST DRAWING RO OM, 


iam III. by Sir Godfrey Kneller ;—a 


„ aw 


I. by an unknown irtift ; 3 — e 
Venus and Satyr, with attending Cu- 
pids, from the ſchool of Reubens. | 2 
2. A view of Althorpe, the ſeat of 


Over the chimney are two antique 
metal jars. Under the glaſs, a pair of 


The hangings and furniture crim- _ 
ſon damaſk; the ceiling a ſlight plain 5 
dome, of an oval ſhape; the chimney- 3 
piece is compoſed of the richeſt veined 

marble. Many of the Paintings are 


I. 1. A Holy Family, ſuppoſed by Fe 


Offspring; — Mary of Medicis; all by 5 


( N. J: 


Head, by Holbein ; qd Annuncia- - 
tion, by Corregio;—an oval portrait 
of Lad Cheſterfield, by Vandyke. 

II. . Philip II. 1 55 of Spain, a 
whole length, by Titian; 3 mot... 
capital and ſtrikingly characteriſtic 
BACCHANALIAN PIECE, by 155 4 
bens ; — Andromeda e to the 
rock, by the ſame. | 

2. The Offering of the Magi, by 
Reubens; a French Camp, by Wat⸗ 
teau;— a ſavall pendent cabiner, with 
mintitures of the preſent e | 
—two ſmall Landſcapes, by a French 
artiſt; —Cattle, by Roſa di Tivoli; — . 
two correſponding | ſmall 1 9 Er a 
as before; another correſponding ca- 


binet, incloſing miniatures;—a Land- 


— 


ſcape, by Paul Brylle. : - 
r. A charming picture, by. Sir 
Joſhua Reynolds, repreſenting Lady 
Charlotte Spencer, in the character of 
a Gipſey, telling her brother, Lord 
Henry, his fortune; Reubens, Wife, 
and Child, by Reubens, a preſent to 
the 


CMP. 
the firſt Duke, by the city of Bruſſels. 
Charles I. by Vandyke; —a Holy Fa- 
mily. ſuppoſed by Raphael, in his firſt 
tile. of painting, a preſent” "Twas the 
town of Ghent. | 

2. Henrietta Maria, Queen nf 
Charles I. by Vandyke;— an Angel, 
ſmall, by. Corregio ; — Cattle and Fi- 
gures, by Wovermans;—a Landſcape, ' 
ſmall, : by Claude Lorrain ; — a broad 
Day- break, very fine, by Vandermeer. 


GRAND CABIN E. 


This magnificent apartment opens 
to the eaſt and ſouth, and enjoys the 
moſt charming ſcenery. The hangings 
and furniture are rich crimſon damaſk, 
with gilding of correſponding ſplen- 
dor: the cornice, in particular, is ex- 
tremely elegant, and in the centre of 
the ceiling is a large circular gilt 
plume. The chimney is compoſed of 
dark- coloured marble, inlaid with 
white, in ornamental feſtoons, with 

an 


07) 


an urn, projecting in relievo, which 
has a delightful effect; over it ſtand. 
the liſtening Slave, and al crouching - 
Venus in bronze: and between thee 
two very curious jars. þ 

The paintings are ſome of the _ 
ſuperb in any collection. 

I. 1. A Holy Family, by Reubens; 
— a Madona ſtanding on a globe, ſur- 
rounded by Angels, by Carlo Maratti; 
—the Offering of the Magi, by Reu- 
bens. 

A moſt capital picture of our 

Saviour bleſſing the Children, by 
Reubens. _ 
. 1. Filial Affection. e ee 
in the Roman Daughter, by Reubens; 
— the. Return of our Saviour from 
Egypt, by Reubens;—Lot's Depar- 
ture out of Sodom, by Reubens, a 
preſent from the town of Antwerp. 

Portrait of Paracelſus, by Reu- 
bens; —a Virgin, her head encircled . 
with ſtars, ſuppoſed the Miraculous 
Conception, in the fineſt ſtile, by 

| Carlo 
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Carlo Dolce; Raphael's favourite Do- 
rothea, by bimſelf bead of Reu- 
bens, by the ſame; — Pope Gregory 
and a Female Penitent bearing a palm 
branch, by Titian a Ss F allg. 
by. Ludovico Caracci. | | 


* * 0 ww 
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BLUE: DRAWING ROOM. 


The hangings are blue 4 "with: 5 
ornamental gilt bordures: the furni- N 
ture correſponding. The head in the 


centre of the chimney is a fine piece 


of ſculpture: : the. whole is delicately 
finiſhed in white marble. The Haſs 
gilt branches on each ſide age: are 
peculiarly elegant. 


The paintings are: q 
I. 1, inac bleſſin ing Ho 5 * c 


brandt; — an oval in claro obſcuro, 


very expreſſive, from an ancient Bede 1 


by Rebecca. a 


. Catherine of Medicis, . in co- k 
lours, almoſt inimitable, by Reuhens; 
— Time clipping Cupid's wings, an 

allegorical 


6389) 


aHepgofical painting, by Vandyke; 1 
William Marquis of Blandfortl, "by. 
Sir Godfrey Kneller. 

2. A Landſcape, by Vendermeef; 
— a Dutch Family, by Oſtade;: — "a 
Landſcape, by Gaſpard Pouflin ; 
Dorothy Counteſs of * 
painted by Vandyke, but immortal- 
ized by Waller; — another Land- 
ſcape, by Gaſpard Pouſſin; a ſmall 
highly finiſned Family Piece, by 
Gonzales ;—a' beautiful little Land- 
ſcape, by Wovetmans. 

III. I. Ladies Caroline and Eliza- 
beth Spencer, by Romney; the latter 
is repteſented as playing on her harp,” 
the former in the act of taking a 
ſketch of her ſiſter; — on the right 
of Which are two Heads of young 
Women, by Paul Veronefe;—on the 
left, our Saviour, and St. John, by 
Carlo Dolce; ;—the Woman taken in 
Adultery, by Rembrandt. . 

2. Our Saviour and the Virgin in 
the * with a Monk paying ado- 

ration, 


( &þ ). 


ration, by Hannibal Caracgi,; —gur 
Saviour: andi the Virgin 4 in the clouds, 
with accompaniments, by. Tintoreta 
— 2: brilliant, collection of thirty-ſix 
minigtures. of different magnitudes, 
among which. are three of the beauti- 
ful and unfortunate Mazy Queen of 
Scors 2 Holy Family, by Ludo- 
vico Caracci ; Cattle nol Bieren 
* Bymbocehia. 


WINTER DRAW Ne ROOM. 


The tapeſtry hap gings of ors ſpon 
ment repreſent. the four CARDINAL 
VIRTUES, with their charaRteriſtic 
emblems and accompapiments, and 
in yiyid beauty of colouring approach 
nearer. to, painting than, apy —_— a 
fag, ſame Fang | in Blenheim. 
ſi The man th open wut 
lion's jaws is extremely expreflive. 

II. On one fide of the c chimney, 
ERUDEN CR, holding a mirror in her 

left 


( 4 ) 
left hand, in the action of viewing 
the conduct of others, that ſne may 
be the bettet able to regulate her own; 
in the right, à dart entitled! with a 
the reſpective enibleins 'of 
ſpeed and delay, between Which Pru- 
gende obſerves a middle courſe. 
On the other ſide of the chimney, 
Jebrick, itt her balance and fword, 
and other diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics. 
III. TEMPER ANCE, with her curb. 
The River God pouring water out- of 
his urn, is finely imagined, and at- 
tracts the notice of every ſpectator. 
The only paintings are, an ani- 
mated one of Lord Stafford and his 
Secretary, over the firſt door;-—a very 
beautiful portrait of Mary Ducheſs 
of Richmond, with a little Girl pre- 
ſenting her gloves, over the chimney ; 
and of Mrs Morton and Mrs. Kil- 
ligrew, two of Charles II. 's favour- 
ites, over the other door : all 5 Van 
dyke. od 
In the centre of the very elegant 
chimney- 
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chimney- piece, formed of the richeſt 
marbles, is an alto relievo of Cupid and 
Pſyche's Marriage, from the antique. 
A notification in Greek characters 
is prefixed, that Tryphon executed the 
original. Over, are two Centaurs in 
bronze, and two beautiful urns of 
Derbyſhire ſpar. | 
In this room alſo are mali. brotizts 
of Cupids, and Hercules killing t the 
Centaurs. The mirrors: are APY 
ac 


DINING ROOM. 


It is well adapted for its deſtina- 
tion, being large, lofty, and commo- 
diouſly fituated. 'The ceiling is richly 
ſtuccoed, and the ſides are wainſcotted 
in large pannels, painted white. The 
chimney- piece is peculiarly handſome: 
it ſupports an elegant clock, mounted 
on an elephant in bronze, and crowned 
with an American Indian. . 
The productions of the pencil are: 

I. 1. Cattle 


6 


I. 1. Cattle and Figures, in a very 
capital ſtile, by Caſtiglione; — a Bac- 


chanalian Piece, by Vandyke. 
II. 1. Lot and his Paughters, very 
fine, by Reubens, a preſent from the 


Emperor of Germany; the Princeſs 


of Denmark, afterwards Queen Anne, 
by Sir Godfrey Kneller; Venus and 
Adonis, by Reubens, another a 
from the Emperor. 

III. The preſent Dok x, Dvonzbe, 
3 SIX CHILDREN — Ladies Caroline, 
Elizabeth, Charlotte, and Anne; — 
the Marquis of Blandford, and Lord 
Henry: — the two youngeſt, LorD 
Francis and Lapy AMELix, were 
born ſince this very capital pictute 
(which coſt ſeven hundred guineas) 
was painted by Sir Jolhua Reynolds. 
The Rape of Europa, by Paul Ve- 
roneſe. 

On the pannels near the. wigde es, 


at each end, are three ſmall Land- 


| * by Wootton. 


SALOON. 
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SALOON. 


This Ache apartment is highly 6. 
Re and richly deeorated: it is lined 
in the lower part with marble in the 
Italian taſte, and its four door-caſes are 
entirely compoſed of the ſame beautiful 
and durable material. Over each doer, 
which face the four quarters, are the 
arms of the firſt Duke. Above the 
marble baſement are ſix compartments, | 
in which, different nations of the world 
are depicted in their charaReriſtic dreſſes 
and expreſſions, by La Guerre. Theſe 
however are rather caricatures than na- 
tural delineations: they are ſhewn in the 
following manner, and faid to repre- 
ſent, | 
I. The Painter, —French—Engliſh, 


and Scotch. 


II. Spaniards. | 

III. Moors and Negroes. 

IV. Chineſe and Tartngs. 

„ ne 

VI. Dutch and Swedes. LL 
. The 
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The ceiling is the height of the 
building, and executed i the ſame 
artiſt with a felicity both in deſign and 
performance. It emblematically repre- 
ſents Joun Duke of MAarLBoRouUcGn 
in the career of victory arreſted by the 


hand of PzAact, while Time: reminds 


him of the rapidity of his own flight. 
Over the-firſt chimney ſtands an an- 
tique buſt of a Roman Conſul ; — and 
at the ſame end of the room, a marble 
flab, with a Sleeping Venus. 
Over the ſecond chimney is an an- 
tique buſt of Caracalla; — and on an- 
other marble ſlab, Cleopatra and the 
Aſp. | 7% 


GREEN DRAWING ROOM. 
It is hung with tapeſtry, repreſent- 
ing in vivid colours ſome of the mili- 
tary exploits of John Duke of Marlbo- 
rough. 

I. Battle of at: 


II. Battle of * on the right of 


* 
4 # WE the 
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the chimney ; —=- Siege of Liſle on the 
left. The French f. py is very expreſ- 
e delineated. 

III. Battle of Malplaquet. The 
eager attention of the perſon receiving 
orders, is admirably drawn. 

Over the firſt door is a charming 
portrait of a young Knight of St. John 
of Jeruſalem, by Barrocio ; —over 'the 
oppoſite door, a very maſterly painting 
of Meleager and Atalanta, by Reu- 
bens. 

On a pannel near the window at 
entrance, is the Adoration of the Shep- 
herds, by Lucca Giordano. 

A Madona and Child, by Nich. 
Pouſſin. 

Figures encircled with a wreath of 
flowers, by Rottenhammer. 

On the oppoſite pannel. 

The Offering of the Magi, by Lucca 
Giordano. 

A Holy Fanidly; by Nich. Pouſſin. 

Figures encircled with a wreath of 
flowers, by Rottenhammer. 


D 2 A moſt 


(36 7) 
A mat beautiful and curious Clock 
on a new. conſtruction, by Vulliamy, 
ſtands on the chimney- piece. A Ser- 
pent bending down its head from the 
top of a ſmall urn, round which the 
hours are arranged, points out the time 
with its ſting; and on the ſame urn, an 
elegant figure of CoNTEMPLATTON 
leaning, gives the whole a ſingular, and 
rather monumental air. On each ſide 
are Boys Gambols in bronze. ä 
Above is a highly finiſhed 50 in- 
expreſſibly attractive picture of her 
Grace the Ducness of Marlborough, 
in an elegant white dreſs, by Romney. 
On the marble ſlabs under the win- 
dows are bronzes of Fame and Mercury 
mounted on Pegaſi. _ 
The curtains, ſophas, and other furs 
niture, are deep green damaſk. 


STATE DRAWING. ROOM. 


This apartinent bas been recently 
decorated, and furniſhed with the ut- 
- "721 ma moſt 
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moſt magnificence. The ceiling is ele- 
gant the cornice. nchly gilt; and 
the bordure round the room is in a cor- 
reſponding ſtile. The mirrors are al- 
moſt unrivalled in the ſuperlative ele- 
gance of their frames the magnitude 
of their er is likewiſe n eee 
able. 4 0 
The r 1s of] the whiteſt u mar- 
ble: it is adorned! with a ſmall central 
urn, ſupported by two griffins; theſe 
likewiſe are part of the embelliſhments 
of the glaſſes: they belong to the fa- 
mily arms. The marble ſlabs are pro- 
portionate to the ſplendor of the reſt. 
A highly finiſhed cabinet at the lower 
end ſupports a rich luſtre. The curtains 
and furniture are white damaſk. 

One of the principal ornaments 
however of the room is a moſt ſuperb 
picture of His GRACE of Marlborough, 
in his garter robes, by Roniney: it is 
placed over the chimney. From this G 
beautiful painting, Jones has executed 
a very Happy mezzotinto: another of 

D 3 the 
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the Ducheſs from Romney's Painting 
has likewiſe been finiſhed by the fame 
artiſt. The prints of the theatric cha- 
racters, painted by PET, are alſo' * 
Jones. 7 

The tapeſtry i is a continuation of the 
firſt Duke's atchievements. 

I. and II. The March to e 

II. and III. The Siege of Bouchain. 
In this piece, Lord Cadogan's Dog, 
which attended his maſter through the 
wars, and returned ſafe, makes a con- 
ſpicuous figure. | . 

Over the firſt door is a Fruit Plcce; 
by Lucca Giordano. 

Over the oppoſite door, St. Laurence 
diſtributing the ornaments of the altar, 
by II Prete Genoeſe. 


STATE BED CHAMBER. 


In a palace there muſt be 83 
for pomp as well as for utility; this is 
one of the former, and very ſplendid of 
the kind. The furniture and hangings 

are 


. 
are rich blue damaſle, interlaced with 
gold. The bed-poſts are elegantly 
fluted, and covered with burniſhed 
gold: their extremities adorned with 
military emblems. The top riſes into 
a dome, ſurmounted with a ducal coro- 
net ;—at the head are the family arms: 

The chimney- piece is decorated with 
bronzes of Hercules killing the Cen- 
taurs, and the Hydra; — between theſe 
is a buſt of Diana; — over it is a capi- 
tal picture, by Lucca Giordano, repre- 
ſenting Seneca bleeding to death, while 
with philoſophic compoſure __ dictates 
to his amanuenſes. 

On a, pannel to the ridhe is a por- 
trait of Edward VI. by Holbein. 

A view of Architecture, by Panini. 

The Burning of "ge by old 
Frank; i 
Over each dior i is a _ of fil life, 
by Malteſe. 

From this oi ſuit of rooms, 
where the profuſion of ſplendid objects 
is apt to dazzle the organs of fight, 
D 4 the 


t > 3 


the eye is both nt — telieved. 
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This very F pacious apartment, which 
oocupics. the entire weſt front, is two 
hundred feet long, and thirty-one feet 
nine inches wide in the centre. 

It is impbſſible to conceive any 


ching more ſuperb than the ſolid co- 


lumns of marble, which ſupport a rich 
entablature, the Doric pilaſters of the 


fame, the (ſurrounding baſement of 


black marble, and the ſtuccoed com- 
partments of ' the lofty vaulted ceiling, 
which open a fine field for the pencil 
of. the firſt maſter. ' 

This noble room was originally in- 
E as a gallery for paintings; but 
has fince been furniſhed' with the 
grand SUNDERLAND collection of 
books, com priſing upwards of twenty 


thouſand volumes, in various languages, 
arts, and ſciences; all arranged in com- 


modious 


Fr aps 


K 1 


modious cafes: with latticed doors, on 
the eaſt fide n its whole extents 
and the two ends. 

At the upper end af this library 
ſtands a highly finiſhed white marble 
ſtatue of QUEetn ANNE, in her coro- 
nation robes, by Ryſbrack; on the or 
deſtal is this inſcription: 


To the Memory of Queen Ann ! 
_ © Under whoſe Auſpices 
John Duke of MaRL BOROUGH 
| conquered, 
And to whoſe Munificence 
Ale and his Poſterity 
With Gratitude = 
Owe the Poſſeſſion of BLENHEIM. 
A. D. MDCCXXVI. 


In a receſs on the weſt ſide, is an 
antique ſtatue, inſcribed Jul iA Dom- 
NA; — and lower down, another of 
Di and Dos, both on mahogany 
therms. | 

At the lower WY is a buſt of Al xx- 


ANDER the Great; a fine ſpecimen 
of 


( 52 ) 
| of Grecian ſculpture, in good preſer- 
vation, dug out of the ruins of Hercu- 
| laneum ; and „ en 44 wa elegant 
| 1 therm. 
1 Over tlie bobkiicaas on che rl fide 
| are the ae n 1 _—_ 
- tures: 


Lord Godolphin. 
Duke of Montague. 


Above the firſt chimney, a buſt of 
Charles Earl of Sunderland, the collec- 
tor of the books: —beneath, a ſea piece 
of Jonah and the Whale, after Pouſſin: 
on the chimney, a buſt of the Em- 
peror Adrian. 


| Counteſs of Suridefland. 
Counteſs of Bridgwater. 
Counteſs Cowper. 

Hon. John Spencer. 


| „ the grand marble door- caſe 

that communicates with the hall, a buſt 

of Milo Crotonenſis. 5 
Elizabeth Ducheſs of en . 
Charles Duke of Marlborough. 


ak 
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Sarah Ducheſs of Marlborough. 
John Duke of Marlborough. 5 
Over the ſecond chimney, a Girl's 
Head, antique. — A Landſcape,” after 
Pouflin ; — above, a buſt of Charles 
Dun of Marlborough, * gre 
Queen Anne. 
King William. - ollen 
From the noble böse waälowt⸗ on 
the weſt, is an elyſian proſpect of the 
beautiful deſcent to the lake, and of 
the pendent grove on the oppoſite hill. 
Indeed every apartment has its appro- 
priate beauties, both internal and exter- 
nal: the eye of diſcernment will recog- 
nize many which the brevity of our 
plan prevented us from noting; to the 
more curſory obſerver this deſcription 
will prove an uſeful monitor. One 
{ſtriking ornament however we have 
neglected to remark : the mahogany 
doors throughout this whole | ſuit are 
ſpendidly finiſhed, and are worthy of 
the apartments to which they conduct. | 
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"CHAPEL 


"From the — we 3 * 
2. Piazza, - with arcades below, to the 
Chapel, fituated in the weſtern, wing 
of the palace. The coup d œil on en- 
tering is extremely grand, and the im- 
preſſion ſuch as correſponds with the 
place. The ſtile of painting. and the 
degree of light, are both peculiarly 
happy: the large compartments of ſo- 


ber grey are finely relieved by the ſur- 


rounding white; and the ſhade of fo- 
liage that partially darkens the windows 
diffuſes an air of compoſed. folemnity, 
unmixed with vas unaccom _ 
with melancholy. 

The chief ornament; however, is a 
Rately MoNUMENT in various marble, 
to the memory of the firſt Duke and 
Ducheſs, by Ryſbrack. They are re- 
preſented with their two Sons who died 
young, as ſupported by FauE and 
His roRY: theſe are coloſſal figures, 
and being moſt prominent, are the 

| moſt 
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2, 
molt ſtriking in the group. The pen 
of 'HisToRY ſeems to have traced this 


inſcription on a tablet, which the) ng 
in the n hand; 213 


'To the Meng 
"Ti" John Duke of Martbercagh and 
his two Sons 
His Ducheſs has erected 
this Monument. 
In the Year of Chriſt, MD CCXXXII1. 


Beneath, is the taking of Marſhal 
Tallard, in baſſo relievo. | 

The altar piece repreſents our Sa- 
viour taking down from the Croſs, by 
Jordaens of Antwerp. 

The gallery for the family is ſplen- 
didly hung with crimſon velvet, fringed 
with gold. The cuſhions are 'corre- 
ſponding. Over the chimney is a cu- 
rious painting on black marble, by 
Aleſſandro Veroneſe. 

Having remarked the moſt ſtriking 
beauties in this magnificent Palace, it 
would be impardonable to overlook the 

Gardens, 
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Gardens, the River, and the Park, 

which, whether we regard the delight- 
fulneſs of their reſpective ſituations, or 
the moſt captivating charms of nature, 
improved by the . chaſteſt deſigns of 
art, equally demand our attention, and 
excite our warmeſt approbation. 


GARDENS. 


CY 
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The e or ee. jig 
occupy an area of two hundred acres 
and upwards. On part of the north, 
and the eaſt ſide, they are ſurrounded 
by a ſunk fence, which, without break- 
ing the grandeur of the ſcene, ſerves 
to ſeparate the parts that compoſe it. 
On the weſt ſide, they make a bold 
deſcent to the lake, which falling from 
a lofty precipice at the ſouth-weſt angle 
formed likewiſe the ſouthern boundary, 
beforè the recent additions of a conſi- 
derable portion of the adjoining vale, 
and of the face of the oppoſite hill. 
Nature, indeed, ſeems to have placed 
this fine chain, which deſcribes the fi- 
gure of a bow on the weſt and ſouth-of 
the river, as the only regular termina- 
tion of the pleaſure grounds, and the 
line of demarcation between them and the 
park. The lofty umbrageous trees which 
cover its ſide and brow form a noble 


back 


— 


3 
back ground, and give an unity and 


finiſh to the ſcene. The features of the 


vale through which the river winds, 
from the caſcade as far as the new 
bridge, entirely correſpond with the 
reſt of the picture. Art might heighten 
them, but Nature could not — been 
more propitious: they invite embelliſh- 
ment from the facility with which it 
might be applied. Or may it not be an 
effect of the juſteſt taſte, to render the 
tranſition from the more ornamental ſtile 
of the garden to the firſt ſhades of the 
ruder majeſty of the park ſo very im- 


perceptible, that the eye at a ſmall diſ- 


tance cannot determine where the one 
commences and the other ends? In 


animate nature, the cloſe alliance be- 
tween the laſt genus of one claſs and 


the firſt of another has been ever con- 
ſidered as an inſtance of beauteous de- 
ſign and harmonious execution; and 
why may not the ſame hold good in 
inanimate objects! The juſt gradation 


of tints, and the eaſy — of co- 


lours, 


CWP 


lours, are indiſputably requiſite to the 
compoſition of a perfect whole! 

The uſual entrance into the zurdend 
is a little to the left of the eaſtern gate 
of Blenkeim. The EAST FRONT firſt 
ſalutes the view: before it ſpreads a 
cheerful lawn of an oblong form, ex- 
tending a conſiderable way into the 
park; at firſt fringed with little clumps 
of evergreens encircled and interſperſed 
with flowers and deciduous ſhrubs ; 
then broken by a few ſcattered trees, 
which riſing on different ſides of the 
boundary effectually conceal it ; and af- 
terwards lined by ſtately trees that 
throw a finely chequered, ſhade on the 
verdant ſwerd below, and ranging in 
irregular pomp preclude An from 
mingling with beauty. 

A walk of pebbly gravel of ki moſt 
beautiful texture and regularity (which 
however prevails in the pleaſure- 
grounds, and blends utility with orna- 
ment) winding to the eaſt between riſ- 
ing plantations, and clumps of trees 
and ſhrubs in various ſhapes, at inter- 

8 3 | vals 
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vals is opened. to highly. embelliſhed 
lawn; and ſoon taking an eaſy. bend 
to.the ſouth, conducts to a. TEMPLE, 
lately charged with the following ele- 
gant and loyal inſcription on a e 
fee marble. tablet? 


- * 


DEO AX II10 CONSERVATORL, | 
ET PROVInENTIX DIVIN : 
0053 RECUPRERATAM GEOROII TEBRTII, 
_ REGIS OT. rIENTISssIMI SAL UTE, 
T--— > 3 ARMOR | 
SSE OROIοs DOx MAREBURIENSIS, 5 
exrlETO DESIDERIO,  VOTIQUE COMPOS, 
IN ALIQUOD GRATI ANIMI TEST IMONIUM, 
| LETUS, LUBENSQUE DEDICAVIT. 
ANNO SALUTIS HUMANE 
MDCCEXNXIX. 


Over the tablet, is a beautiful 3 
lion of his Majeſty pn TM ſtructure is 
adorned with Corinthian capitals, It 
Emerges from a fmall thicket which 
backs. it and determines its ſite, and 
without impoſing the idea of ſolitude 
renders it ſufficiently ſequeſtered. Be- 
fore we reach this temple, the Tri- 
umphal Arch and Woodſtock Tower 
are ſeen in pleaking perſpective, From 


hence, 
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a the ſcene. gradually - changes. 
Inſtead of embelliſhed lawn, we be- 
come emboſomed in trees of venerable 
majeſty., The park and gardens ſeem 
to - unite,” or their diſtinction is loſt. 
The trimneſs of the walk, and the oc- 
caſional ſight of evergreens, alone dif- 
eine the latter. | 


113 craic 
And 8 of ſhade omar mM ſtrength of light. 


Open grove at an agreeable diſtance 
on each fide continues for a conſiller- 
able ſpace. . The whole is a delightful 
Hes ſheltered by the winding 
of its direction from every blaſt: poſ- 
ſeſſing ſufficient variety in every part, 
with an aſpect continually improving. 

From this pleaſing route, however, 
we are drawn aſide to the contempla- 
tion of the Fw RkR GARDEN. A 
diverticle from the principal walk, near 
an ornamental tripod, inclines to a 
thick grove on the right, in which this 
. ſpot is placed. In our progreſs, 
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the trees form an embowering ſhade, 


Das we enter, — they range 10 amphi- 


theatric pride, , /and' preſent 4 'reclinin · 
face of foliage from the ground to a 


vaſt heig ht above. The ſudden burſt 


of ſo much beauty ſtrikes the eye; the 
muſick of the ſpray delights the ear; 
the fragrance recreates the other 
ſenſes: images of tranquil joy fix their 
faireſt impreſſions on the mind; and 


if they cannot efface the remembrance 


of ills, they ſoothe it into reſignation. 


See waving woods their aged arms diſplay, 
And quivering ſun-beams ſhed a partial day; 
Long viſtas ſhooting from the wondering eyes, 
And bloom perennial pour unnumber'd dyes! 

See flawer-crown'd FLORA ſpread her lucid train, 
And give to:BzavurTy all the ſmiling plain; | 
While ſylvan Pax, amid the ſhady trees, 

| Joins 1 in 15 concert with the ſwelling breeze. 


This 3 of ſweets, which 
occupies about an acre, is copied from 
the deſign of Madame Pompadour, 
as diſplayed. in the gardens of VER- 
SAILLES. -- The outline is elegant; 
Pee Ken the 
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the execution charming; the accom- 
paniments are qudicious. Vigo 1D 

In the centre of variouſly elle 
bonguats;. which the boſom of the 
earth ſupports, / is an Obeliſk. of por» 
phyry, ſurrounded. with, four white 
marble vaſes, filled with annual flow 
ers; on the north is a. neat Temple, 
properly dedicated to Frox A; and 
during the ſummer months, every in- 
terſtice left by the trunks of the ſur- 
rounding grove is repleniſhed with 
oranges, lemons, and other exotic trees, 
ſhrubs, and plants of the greateſt de- 
licacy and the richeſt odour, which 
ranking in natural Progreſſion before 
the permanent vegetative tribes ſeem 
alſo the denizens of the ſpot. 

There are different outle rough 
the grove but to proceed; 175 the re- 
gular tour, we take that near the ſou th- 
eaſt angle ; and after being emboſomed 
in trees for a few paces, the ſcene opens 
to the left, but ſoon ſhuts with aggra- 


vated gloom. . The trees become ſo 
thick 
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thick and umbrageous that the meri” 
dian ſun only plays on their tops, or 
permeates an accidental break: The 
ſweet ſmelling lime, the dark cheſnut, 
and the airy beech, withevergteens be- 
low, bear the chief proportion here. 
All is ſtill— all is ſolemn: The con- 
traſt with the flower garden is very 
ſtriking, with the view that foot —_ 
extremely captivating. © 9 
The Palladian gate, tor enttance into 
the K1Tcnen GarpeNs, appears on 
the caſt; and the eye darts over a 
cheerful landſeape to the ſouth. On 
this ſide the walls of the kitchen gar- 
dens, which are fourteen feet high, are 
concealed by irregular plantations of 
laurels and other rade thinly ſcat- 
tered with foreſt trees. From the gate 
we trace their vaſt extent, clothed with 
the choiceſt fruit trees; and we be- 
hold an area of eight acres, while four 
more remain unſeen, furniſned with 
every article of culinary uſe, or of ele- 
dance in the deſſert, and replete with 


every 
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every requiſite rene eee 
it to perfection. 7 

Falling into the e at chis 
place, the deviation from which has 
been previouſly mentioned, we ſoon 
enter the SHRERFP-WALK, which is 
half a mile in length, and through its 
whole extent abounding with rural ima- 
gery. Frequently covered with a flock 
of more than a thouſand ſheep, all of 
the moſt beautiful and valuable, and 
ſome of the moſt curious kinds, this 
ſpace, though poſſeſſing features of 
characteriſtio negligence, is not leſs 
rich or leſs animated than the moſt 1 
vourite ſpots in the garden. | 

The open grove winds away to ths 
right, and on this hand we catch a 
glimpſe of the ſouth front of the Pa- 
lace, which is thrown into various per- 
ſpective as we advance. In other di- 
rections we enjoy a pictureſque view of 
Beckley Hill, juſt peeping over the 
intervening heights; of Witham's lofty 
woods riſing to the ſummit of Botley, 
E 4 where 
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e the trees range in ſolitary ſtate; 
and through the long perſpective of a 
rich champaign, in which: ENSHAN 
Tower forms a very conſpicuous object 
when illumined with a morning ſun, 
the diſtant WHITE HoRsE Hills are 
ſeen to elevate themſelves into a back 


ground. Nor are remote pictures alone 


attractive at this hour: the deep ſhade 
that darkens the neighbouring village 
of BLA DON is finely contraſted with 
the level beams that * on the 
water below. 

Proceeding, in one . the . 
BRIDGE appears broke and ruinous by 
the fall of a tree that overhangs the 
bank; in another it ſhews its arches 
entire, and even the lower viſible reach 
of water is ſeen. ſparkling through its 
baluſtrades: farther, the centre arch 
alone is perceptible; and ſometimes 
the whole is loſt: Such is the effect 
of grouping and combining! The 
lawn is ſprinkled with beautiful groups. 


of trees: the majeſtic oak with pen 
dent 
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dent inclination to the ſtream is the 
e ornament of the ſlope. +> 
About the middle of this walk, the 
top of HAN DBOROUGH Spire, though 
more than three miles off, appears 
emerging from the boſom of the deep 
wood beyond the lake; and cloſe on 
the right is ſeen the SHEPHERD 'S 
Cor, a little thatched edifice, com- 
poſed of the trunks of trees fancifully 
arranged, backed by a clump, and 
ſhaded by horſe-cheſnuts in front. 

Near this ſpot we may pauſe to 
contemplate the | beauties which the 
changing ſcene diſplays. Nothing can 
be more pictureſque than BLA DON 
when gilded with an evening ſun: the 
antique low tower, and here and there 
the end of a building, glow with the 
crimſon of his beams, or the window, 
partially ſhaded by intervening trees, 
reflects them like living fire. CLAUDE 
would have caught the tints with rap- 
ture ; he would: have combined the ob- 


jects into a picture; and on its effect 
be 
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he might. have mn ant Oy 
of his fame: - 15016 
A little EVP Si Shepherd" 8 Cot 
is s the firſt opening of the CAS ADE 
and for ſome ſpace it forms a principal 
attraction. The water ſeems to flow 
out of the deep wood that bounds the 
head; its courſe is totally hid by the 
bend, by the figure of the banks, and 
the effect of plantation. Every ſtep 
we deſcend towards the caſcade the 
embelliſhments thicken, the fcene be- 
comes more illuſtrious. Groups of aca- 
cia, cedar, poplar, cheſnut, and beechz 
decorate the declivity down to the 
river; and beyond it at a proportionate 
diſtance, | the back - ground as far as the 
commencement of the new garden, is 
adorned with a profuſion of hawthorns; 
ſurmounted by noble pendent trees, 
which ſtretching round as far as the 
eye can reach, term inate in "the near 
horizon. 
But before we mx into Fe . it 
will not be unpleaſing to take a retro- 
ſpective 
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ſpective view of the landſcape we are 
leaving behind. The lofty Spire of 
K1DLING TON ſeems to belong to the 
park; the diſtant hills, formerly ob- 
ſerved, are caſt into different perſpec- 
tive; and a new and wider range 1s 
diſplayed, farther than natural viſion 
can diſtinguiſh objects, and till the blue 
hills of Bucks cloſe with the bound- 
ing ſky. Among theſe AsRHRI DOB, 
the ſeat. of the Duke of Bridgwater, 
may be aſcertained in a clear day. 
'The obeliſk of the fountain ſoon 
peeps between a little woody iſland and 
the caſcade ; and the grand Rive, 
which a few'paces before was inviſible, 
burſts at once on the eye in a broad, 
ſheet, without apparent continuity or 
connection. Before we reach the ter- 
mination of the ſheep-walk, we - loſe 
the caſcade on the left; to it however 
we at laſt deſcend between clumps and 
groups of the moſt luxuriant and de- 
licate trees of various climes, intermix- 
ed with flowers and ſhrubs of the 
0 utmoſt 
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utmoſt fragrance and beauty. The 
ground, which at firſt is higheſt on 
the left, ſoon aſſumes a determined ſu- 
penority on the right. It is thrown 
into maſſes with a maſterly hand; it 
has received every embelliſhment that 
refined taſte can confer on natural beau- 
ty; and we enjoy the touch of art 
without e idea that revolts at 
its diſplay. Se or 2 


Here various trees compoſe a chequer'd ſcene, 
Glowing in gay diverſities of green 
There the full ſtream thro! intermingling glades, 

; Shines a broad lake, or falls i in loud caſcades. 


In the vicinity of the caſcade, viel 
ſides are finely. ſhaded, the water is 
quite loſt above, Even from the bridge 
that fronts it at fifty feet diſtance, we 
only ſee the fall without tracing the 
ſupply. The charming reach below 
appears in its moſt varied features from 
this bridge, which connects the gar- 
dens; and when the full ſtream de- 
volves from the rocky barrier, and 
bounds from one point to another in 
foamy 
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ſoamy pride with deafening roar, no- 
thing can be more grateful to a con- 
templative mind than ſuch a * and 
ſuch a ſituation. e e e 
Down the ſteep fall devolve the foaming tides, * 
Unfading verdure clothes th' aſpiring ſides. 
Emblem of life! where waves on waves ariſe,  , 
While Hope looks up, and views ſerener ſkies ; 


Where ſtill the troublous ſea inceſſant roars, 
And ftill Hope flatters, as we eye the ſhores. 


The New GARDEN, which we 
now enter, though of no very great 
extent, contains many beauties pecu- 
liar to itſelf, many views of magnifi- 
cent and appropriate ſcenery. Follow- 

ing the courſe of the river on the left, 
we ſoon reach NEwrFound WELL, a 
mineral ſpring of the chalybeate kind, 
ſaid to pofleſs very active virtues. In 
the front of a dark clump riſes a pe- 
deſtal ſupporting an urn, and from 
an aperture in the former guſhes the 
ſpring; and being received into an an- 
tique baſon, charged with numerous 
fancy figures, in alto relievo, much in- 
jured, flows out near the top by the 

mouths 
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mouths of two lions, and- quickly mixes 
with the river. Again we have a view 
of the new bridge, and of a ſerpentine 
reach of water, embracing the iſland, 
and gliding on with glaſſy ſmoothneſs. 
The FouxrAIN next attracts our no- 
tice. - 


There River-Gods rechin'd at caſe exphote 
A ſcene more lovely than their native ſhore ; - 
Confeſs HesPpERIA boaſts no charms that vie 
With the bright landſcapes which around them Us. 


It is ſituated at the benen. of the 
hill, and forms an object not unworthy 
.of its place and deſtination. In the 
centre of an elegant capacious baſon, 
where dolphins ſeem-to ſport, ſtands 
the baſe, formed of a ſpecies of porous 
ſtone, permeable by. the water, and 
thrown together in rude pomp, with an 
arch from eaſt to weſt, in which are 
marble figures of a lion and ſea-horſe 
couchant ; probably ſome of the ori- 
ginal adjuncts of the River Gods that 
recline on the ſides above. Theſe are 
four in number. They are ſculptured 
in 
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in white marble with a delicacy and 
expreſſion ſcarcely to be ſurpaſſed; and 
are uſually ſuppoſed to reprefent the 
Nile, the Rhine, the Danube, and the 
Tiber. This appropriation is evidently 
wrong in ſome; but as they have few 
characteriſtic appendages, it is noteaſy 
to offer a certain diſcrimination, nor 
perhaps was it ever intended. 

If the alluſion is to the antique, the 
veiled figure may poſſibly be the Da- 
nube*, or the Nile; that with the 
right leg reſting on an oar, the Tiber; 
the e with the 8 features, the 


* On an ancient © model of "heli, the Danube is 
depicted having its head covered with a veil. 


Danubius penitis caput occultatus in ori- 
7 1. — | LO. an he A USON. 


| The River Tiber i is repreſented i in the Vatican at 
Rome, reſting his right leg on an oar. The hair 

and features ſufficiently mark the Niger. The other 
| has no particular characteriſtic here, but in a print of 
the original Fountain at Rome, the palm tree is 
placed near; and we are told the Indus ſhould be 
drawn with a pleafing countenance, which fo far 
n with the application. 


Niger ; 5 
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Niger; the other the Indus. On tha 
ſquare pedeſtal of an obeliſk of white 
marble is the ſubſequent inſcription in 
four different ene Latin, Greek, 
Italian, and Spaniſh. 


AD INNOCENTIUM XI. sis PONTIFICEM. 
PRO. CAROLO. II. HISPANIARUM REGE 
- EXCELC:_D. D. GASPAR : DE. HARO, ET 
GUZMAN». +; | 
MURCHIO. DE. CARPIO. ET HELICHEO ORATOR, 
AD TYPUM MOLIS. IN AGONALI FORO ERECT A. 
AB EQUITE. BERNINO, OPUS, HOC, EXTRUI. 
- JUSSIT, EODEM. DIRIGENTE> QUI, INTERIM 
pu PERFICERETUR,.DEFUNCTUS. | . 
oc: : POSTHUMO. AR TU: IX EXHAUST ANA. 
' MENTIS. FOECUNDITATEM CLAUSIT. | 
ANNO p: M: DC: LXxxI. 


. fine piece of ſculpture, the laſt 
work of BERNINI, and a copy from 
the magnificent fountain in the Piazza 
Navona at Rome, was a preſent from 
the Spaniſh ambaſſador at the Papal 
court to the firſt Duke of Marlborough. 
It has only been recently erected; and 
during the many years it lay neglected, 
it was much damaged, and part of it 


© - ; loſt. 
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An 
loft. Still however it bears a cloſe re- 
ſemblance to the noble original; proves 
an ornament to the . and wag 
admiration. of ſpectators. - 
From the fountain 5% path mean- 
ders up hill. The left is open to the 
charming vale through which the ri- 
ver glides; the right is occafionally 
ſhaded by groups of trees. Almoſt 
every ſtep preſents a new ſcene ; the 
tranſitions are ſudden, but never harſh: 
even the ſtrong contraſt between the 
elegant ſculpture we have juſt left, and 
the wild rock ſeats that occupy the 
brow, gives an additional impreſſion to 
each. Above theſe is a noble view 
into the park: the Hien Lopox, 
with its antique battlements amidſt an 
amphitheatre. of venerable trees, is a 
{ſtriking object in the landſcape. From 
this ſpot we wind to the 'right, and 
freſh beauties again arreſt the attention. 
To paint every change of ſcenery that 
preſents itſelf in the ſpace of an hun- 
dred yards would be impoſſible: the 
F impreſſion 
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anpreſſion can only be conveyed by the 
eye; the happieſt deſcription would 
fail. At one point, we have a glimpſe 


— 
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4 of the river ; at another perhaps it is 
| loſt; the turrets of the Palace juſt 
| emerge; an expanſe of water with a 
| foreſt line of wood draws the view ; 

| and, at a few paces diſtance, the Pa- 
'' lace, the river, the two principal 


bridges, and the fine terrace on the 
weſt of the gardens, all burſt with ir- 
reſiſtible beauty and attraction. At 
this ſpot the ſublime predominates in 
a very high degtee ; and frigid indeed 
muſt that taſte be, which will not feel 
and confeſs the energy of the ſcene. 
When the riſing fun throws its hori- 
zontal rays on the gilded orbs of Blen- 
heim, the tops of the trees catch his 
radiance; and the withdrawing ſhade 
lightly floats on the ſurface of the lake; 
nature does not furniſh a picture of 
more brilliance than this. A little far- 
ther, and the intervening groups al- 
low y_y — Fn the proſpect 


opens, 
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opens, tlie park diſplays its ga ho- 
nours on the north, and on the eaſt the 
Chiltern hills bound tlie ſight. At the 
utmoſt extent of viſion is WIN CREN/ 
bod, formerly the ſeat of the Duke 
of Wharton, now the property of his 
Grace of Marlborough. There is ſome- 
thing grand in the idea: the vaſt ſpace 
between is ſwallowed up; and fancy 
combining the diſtant domains in the 
ſame landſcape, gives a ſanction and a 
ſolution to the magnificence around. 
On the right, as we turn down to- 
wards the iron- bridge, ſtands 1 ARRO- 
TINO, or, as it is uſually called, the 
LISsTENING SLAVE, à fine caſt in 
bronze from the antique, by BENZI. 
Deſcending to the river, from diſtant 
views the tranſition becomes inſtanta- 
neous to near ones. The water is ſeen 
flowing round to the caſcade: the bank 
on the right is abrupt and rocky, chief- 
ly planted with ſumach; on the left, 
it is adorned with the faireſt riſing 
plantations, which in a ſhort time will 

F 2 render 
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romantic. 
On the Blenkeim: fide of the iron- 
bridge the caſcade and its accompani- 
ments are wholly loſt ; the former can 
only be traced by its murmurs and its 
daſhing. The walk now runs along 
the left of the upper river: the lower 
is ſcarcely perceptible. Even the in- 
ferior path, by which we deſcend from 
the ſheep-walk to the caſcade, though 
only a few yards below, is rendered en- 
tirely diſtin, by the figure of the 
ground, and the groups that adorn it. 
As we advance to the angle of the 
ſheep-walk, the ground becomes gra- 
dually more elevated. Beyond the 
broad expanſe of water on the left, a 
fine outline of pendent wood ſtretches 
along to an indeterminate length; on 
the other hand is highly decorated 
lawn. The TERRACE may be ſaid to 
commence at this point; and its cap- 
tivating charms are gradually developed 
as we — From a moderate ele- 
vation 


CES 

vation above the level of the lake, it 
riſes to a bold declivity, feathered down 
to the brink with majeſtic trees, in- 
terſperſed with plantations of younger 
growth, grouped and arranged in the 
moſt enchanting ſtyle, while the wild 
foreſt that clothes the oppoſite bank is 
reflected in the cryſtal tide below. The 
lake is farther enlivened with various 
pleaſure veſſels, diſpoſed in ſuch a man- 
ner as may beſt adorn this illuſtrious 
ſcene. Behind is a delightful perſpec- 
tive of the back- ground on the ſouth- 
weſt; and the caſcade glitters 1 in all its 
grandeur. 7H, 

As we approximate the level of the 
terrace, the ſhaft of Churchill's PII- 
LAR appears in front above the ſur- 
rounding trees; by degrees it opens to 
its very baſe. The dark groves in the 
northern part of the park begin to diſ- 
play themſelves ; and couched in the 
front of one, the celebrated BAT H of 
Roſamond may be dimly diſcerned. 

4 The 
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The water too aſſumes a variety i of 
figures; the outline becomes more in- 
dented ;- and a collateral branch of un- 
defined extent, running up a deep vale: 
from the principal ſtream, without ap- 
pearing to derive its ſole importance 
from it, has the pleaſing effect of ſeem-. 
ing to augment its current. Dr c- 
LEY Woods form the horizon; theſe 
fall into the back- ground of the ſcene, 
at a diſtance ſufficient for greatneſs and 
without any disjunction of parts. 
Here we reach the Temple of Dr- 
ANA, which ſtands on the ſummit of 
the declivity. We ſurvey the land- 
ſcape with rapture —we confeſs the ne 
plus ultra of pictureſque embelliſn- 
ment. This temple indeed marks the 
happy ſpot where the aſſemblage of 
different attractions operate with ſingu- 
lar advantage. All is great —all is ex- 
ecuted on a ſcale of proportionate mag- 
nificence; and though every part of 
the _ has peculiar charms, this 


terr ace 
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terrace—this point in particular, as a 
home view combines more than all, 
and exhibits almoſt every different ex- 
cellence of each. 

The temple itſelf is a beautiful . 
ture, deſigned by Sir William Cham- 
bers; and its ſituation correſponds with 
that on the eaſt of the gardens. In 
the front are four pillars with Ionic ca- 
pitals; and on the pediment is this 
dedication: 


APT E MIAI. 
AFPIAT-TFAAL- 
OPEZTIAAIL 


« Fo the 1 onian, Fares, nouatale-raxging Diana.” 


On the back within, is 4 cn 
medallion, repreſenting in baſs- relief, 
HIPPOLYTS offering a wreath of 
flowers to Diana; and on two others 
united to this by a feſtoon, are the 
ſubſequent verſes from the Hippolytus 
of EuRiPiDEs, with the annexed ele- 
gant Engliſh verſion. 
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Tei red x or αe⁰ 55 aun r 
Aci, N Atorowe, K0@pnonx; ' Prgw. 
Ed” 8 ron ation Prppeiy Cora, 

Or nave ww ei hes a axngaror 
Meraioos x s2xpivog Nufxera· | 


Hos & Terme. x Noot. 


To thee, bri ght Goddeſs, theſe fair flowers I wide: 
A chaplet woven from th' untainted mead, 
Thy cool ſequeſter'd haunt, where never yet 
Shepherd approach'd ; where the rude hind ne' er 

F 

Th' unhallow'd axe: nor voice nor ſound is * 

Save the low murmuring of the vernal bee: 
The day- ſpring from above the dew diſtils 
Genial and mild, from the pure ſtream exhal'd, 
On every fragrant herb, and favourite flower. 


Hurried on by the ſplendour of more 
capital objects, we forget to notice 
another caſt in bronze of the Roman 
Wa ESsTIERSs, by BENZ I. It ſtands 
on the right a little before we approach 
the temple, and well deſerves attention 
as a juſt repreſentation of the antique. 

A ſhort way beyond the temple we 
enjoy many brilliant ſcenes in the park; 
and turning round over the charming 
lawn before the ſouth front of the Pa- 

lace, 
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lace, finiſh the tour of the gardens 
with impreſſions of pleaſure gradually 
raiſed to the higheſt, and permanently 
fixed by the — of the conchud= 
ing ſcenery. + 

The interſecting valley generally r re- 
tire from the ſight, but are never want- 
ing for neceſſary communication: they 
conduct to the principal ſubordinate 
ſcenes; they occupy the happieſt 
ſpaces. By following their direction 
we are ſure of meeting with ſome ob- 
ject in our progreſs to compenſate for 
the toil; ſome beauty is developed 
which would otherwiſe be loſt; or 
ſcenes are thrown into perſpective, . or 
heightened by contraſt, in'a manner 
different from what we obſerved be- 
fore. | | 

The occaſional recurrence alſo of the 
garden chair, the plain bench, or the 
circular ſeat round the trunk of ſome 
umbrageous tree, by preſenting oppor- 
tunities for reſt, prevent the idea of 


laſſitude. Thus, in our journey through 
lite, 
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life, it is not always the actual uſe of 
the accommodations we poſſeſs that 
adds to our comfart ; it is the reflec- 
tion that we may command them in 
the hour of need, and that we have it 
in our power to gratify the want as 
ſoon as it is felt. But theſe are not 


ſimply objects of ornament or conve- 


nience: they generally point out ſcenes 


which repoſe may contemplate with 


delight, and tangy combine into pic- 
ture. 


Here a thouſand beauties, originat- : 


ang from deſign, appear fortuitous to 
the eye. Though traverſing a garden 
where taſte has exhauſted its ſkill, we 


inceſſantly indulge the idea of being 


only contemplating the natural charms 


of the country, and tracing delights of 
rich variety and unlimited extent. 

In this tour, indeed, we have omit- 
ted many circumſtances which in an 
inferior place would have claimed de- 
ferved regard. Here littleneſs is. ab- 
ſorbed in grandeur, and prettineſs in 

magni- 
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magnificence. This marks the pre- 
vailing character; and ſhould it ever, 
in the minuteſt inſtance, be ſacrificed 
to its oppoſite, Blenheim will loſe that 
principal beauty conſiſtency, though 
it may borrow the faireſt flowers from 
the garland of novelty. Of this there 
is no danger; while the ſame taſte that 
has ſo ably planned, ſo nobly preſides, 
et longum ſit, this place will not only 
maintain its acknowledged ſuperiority, 
but riſe ſtill higher in the ſcale of a 
lie eſtima tion. | 


RIVER. 


3 : 
5 RIVER. 


"TH E River, which covers the whole 
extent of a ſpacious valley, bending 1 in 
the happieſt ſtile, and affording the 
moſt profuſe variety of pictureſque fea- 
tures in the ſublime, the beautiful, and 
the tranquil, when viewed with! its ac-- 
companiments, is indiſputably the moſt 
ſuperb piece of artificial water in this 
kingdom. It is chiefly ſupplied by 
Gilg GLYME, which till, in a great 
meaſure, retains its original direCtion, 
its channel being expanded rather than 
altered ; fo favourable has Nature been 
to the operations of art! 


If the words river and lake are ſometimes ap- 
plied to the ſame thing, it is hoped the reader will 
not impute this to ignorance or error: the water at 
Blenheim partakes of the nature of both; it is a Ri- 
VER, becauſe it has a progreſſive motion; it is alſo a 
LAkE, becauſe it ſpreads far beyond its original 
channel. Thus uniting the diſtinguiſhing beauties and 
characteriſtics of each, it riſes to the pre-eminence of 
ſublimity in kind. 


It 
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| It enters the park in the vale which | 
ſeparates. Old from New- Woodſtock; 
flowing under a belt of riſing planta- 
tions, and iſſuing to light by a bridge 
of ſeven arches, the minuteneſs and 
multiplicity of which have been thought 


to derogate from grandeur, though the 
whole is well adapted to give the idea 
of continuity. In other views, a thick 
grove, and beautiful groups of Lom- 
bardy poplars, and other trees that love 
the ſtreams, by concealing. . the ſource 
promote the ſame deſirable effect. The 
banks at firſt are low: on one ſide 
they ſoon become bold and winding; 
on the other, they have little elevation, 
but are happily varied. | | 
The river quickly ſpreading to a 
great expanſe, ſtretches towards QuzzN 
PooL*, where it forms a ſmall creek, 
chiefly loſt in trees ; then taking a de- 
termined courſe, it ſeems to ſeek the 
oppoſite ſhore, in its progreſs flowing 
1 K 80 called from Philippa, Queen of Edward 
round 


(88 ) 
round Queen EL1zaBeTH'sIsLAnD®, 
2 moſt delightful ſpot, clothed with 
trees and ſhrubs of the utmoſt beauty 
and variety, which connect the groups 
on the banks; and ſoon becoming em- 
bayed on the left, it winds round to 
the grand bridge, narrowing as it 05 
vances to an adequate breadth. 

From the bridge a moſt capital ex- 
nn of water again catches the eye; 
an expanſe unrivalled by the fineſt Eng- 
liſh riverf,” unmixed with the ſea; and 
which, waſhing the remote banks, va- 
ries with their direction; makes a long 
diverſion up a vale that forms a right 
angle with its bed, and affords the re- 
preſentation of a collateral ſtream; then 


* This is part of the ancient cauſeway leading to 
the royal palace. 

+ Brown, who ſuperintended ſome of the early 
improvements here, in his uſual conſequential man- 
ner, has been heard to boaſt, That the Thames 
would neyer forgive him for what he had done at 
Blenheim.” Had he lived to the preſent time, he 
would have been ſenſible how much his moſt * 
labours may be ſurpaſſed. 


rolling 
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rolling a ſeemingly enlarged volume, it 
winds round, and waſhes the foot of 
the declivity, on which part of the 
gardens lie; and on the other ſide it is 
bounded by a hill, feathered down with 
a noble wood to the water's edge, 5 10 
frequently reflected on its ſurface. 

Preſerving one general unvarying 
direction for a conſiderable length, it 
gradually narrows ; and viewed from 
the grand bridge appears land-locked 
and embayed. Several pleaſure veſſels 
of various conſtruction riding at an- 
chor, ſwans ſailing in conſcious pride, 
and other aquatic fowl indigenous as 
well as exotic, exercifing their native 
propenſities, unite to enliven the wa- 
tery ſcene. When tranquil, the reflect- 
ed and reverted images in the ſtream 
preſent a picture, which fancy contem- 
plates with mild delight; when agita- 
ted with winds, its rippling boſom and 
wavy daſh are lively emblems of the 
ſea, to which it then bears ſome re- 
ſemblance. 


At 
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At the point where it appears em- 
bayed, it paſſes under a light iron bridge, 
ſimple and unadorned, and characteriſ- 
tic of its deſtination; and making a 
pretty ſudden bend, it tumbles down a 
barrier of mafly rocks, with a force 
equal to its copiouſneſs, and with a fall 
of eighteen feet. Above this caſcade 
are an hundred and fifty acres of water: 
below it is a continuation of an _— 
dred more. WNT; | 
Recovering its level it flows with a 
ſerpentine ſweep through an expanded 
vale, embelliſhed with a few. groups of 
the moſt flouriſhing young plantation; 
and at an agreeable diſtance ſtretches 
another face of the hill already men- 
tioned as a boundary, covered with 
trees whoſe pendency and age render 
them at once pictureſque and venera- 
ble ; but though in this reach the ri- 
ver admits an oval woody iſlet, its chan- 
nel becomes now more contracted than 
before ; and its ſtile partakes rather of 
the beautiful than the ſublime. Reach- 


ing 
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ing the new bridge, a very elegant 
ſtructure, it inelines with the courſe of 
the vale, and touching near Bladon, 
makes a determined bend to the right. 
The banks on both ſides at this point 
are felling lawn with little clumps 
connected by fingle trees, 1 
without the leaſt ſhew of intention. 
From hence the river takes à vari- 
ety of charming turns, chiefly with a 
ſtrong inclination to the right, doubling 
as it were on itſelf, and circutrifcrib- 
ing the end of the hill which accom- 
panies it the greateſt part of its courſe. 
In one Phe, a N ſheet dr Water 


grefs by its apparent cebnügesty in 
another, the trees ſeem to embay it, 
and we advance a conſiderable way de. 
fore we can detect the deception. 
From the firſt determined ſweep near 
Bladon, a gravel walk on the left fol- 
lows the direction of the river. This 
walk is bounded on one ſide by a belt 

of thick plantation; on the other, a 
G —— 
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few ſcattered trees range with the 


ſtream. Beyond the river we are charm- 


ed with all. the diverſity of pleaſing 
ſcenery : a ſmall grove firſt preſents it- 
ſelf cloſe to the verge of the tide; a 
few irregular trees next ſucceed ;. ſome- 
times a clump planted at the termina- 


tion of a reach, by advancing to the 


belt on the oppoſite ſhore, appears to 
landlock the ſtream; then again we 


are delighted with open lawn and di- 
verſified landſcape. At laſt, the river 
precipitates itſelf down a ſteep caſcade, 
and at the ſame inſtant falls into the 


EvENLODE, which gliding in an op- 


poſite direction through verdant meads, 


winds under the park to receive the tri- 
butary GLYME. The united rivers 
forming a woody iſland immediately 
after their junction, meander through 
a continuation of meads, and diſpenſe 


r and fertility as they flow. 


The effect occaſioned by two rivers 
8 to meet each other, and then 


ins almoſt at right angles with 
their 


- 


(a) 


| their former courſe, is as pleaſing as it 
is ſingular and romantic. No aukward 
termination is here to be traced; no 
diſguſting diſplay of art to heighten the 
ſcene: taſte unfolds the beauties of 
Nature with a delicate touch, and Art 
iS is poly the handmaid to her charms. - 
So many circumſtances lend their aid 
to embelliſh this ſpot and its vicinity, 
that we ſcruple not to pronounce it one 
of the moſt delightful in the precincts 
of Blenheim : but it retires from the 
view, and its unobtruſive charms are 
therefore ſeldom ſeen. While ſcenes 
leſs captivating force attention by a 
bold diſplay, theſe, like modeſty, ſhun 
the public eye, and are only viſited by 
the diſcerning few. May we not add, 
ſuch is the fate of unaſſuming merit ; 
its lovely qualities are only caſually 
noticed, and the impreſſion they make 
is often too evaneſcent to avail them. 
To return the water at Blenheim, 
as a very elegant writer * obſerves, 


. * Wheatley on Modern Gardening. 
e «in 
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« in ſize, form, and ſtile, is equal to 


ec the majeſty of the ſeene; and is de- 


« ſigned in the ſpirit, is executed with 
« the liberality of the original donation, 
« when this reſidence of a mighty mo- 
* narch was beſtowed by a great peo- 
« ple, as 2 munificent reward on the 
hero who had Ireen beft wo * 


* country.“ 


P A R K. 


1 


PA R K. 


THE 1 9 under the 
auſpices of the preſent Duke has re- 
ceived every poſſible improvement, 


Plann'd by his taſte, and planted by his hand, 


is one continued galaxy of charming 
prof] pects, and agreeably diverſified 
ſcenes. Its circumference is upwards 
of twelve miles; its area about two 
thouſand ſeven hundred acres, round 
which are the moſt enchanting rides, 
chiefly ſhaded towards the boundary 
with a deep belt of various trees, ever- 
greens, and deciduous ſhrubs, whoſe 
mingled foliage exhibit the different 
gradations' of tints from the moſt faint 
to the moſt obfuſcated green; while 
others of correſponding ' figure and 
growth on the park fide, ſometimes 
range with the former, and ſometimes 

breaking into groups, with large in- 
terſtices between, relieve the tædium 
G 3 of 
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of continued uniformity, and open the 
moſt brilliant proſpects. Indeed the 
effects of poliſhed taſte and the ſub- 
lime in deſign are no where more per- 
ceptible than in the boundleſs views 
which at intervals preſent themſelves ; 
the limits of the park being in general 
quite concealed ; and the whole ſur- 
rounding country, varied with hills, and 
vales, ſpires, towers, and villas, appear- 
ing as one wide extended landſcape. 
In the internal part new improvements 
are continually adopting, and new plan- 
tations riſing, wherever they can con- 


tribute to the beauty or the luxuriance 
of the ſcene. 


lee the poor are cloth'd, the 3 fed, 
Health to himſelf, and to his children bread 
The labourer bears. 


The uſual RIDE round the park for 
occaſional viſitors includes a circum- 
ference of rather more than three miles, 
deſcribing a wide circle round the pa- 
lace and gardens, which are caſually 

and 
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and advantageouſly ſeen through glades 
in the progreſs*, and exhibiting many 
magnificent 3 over the park and 
country round. 


Elyſian ſcenes ! by noble Spencer lov'd, 
Whoſe tafte completes what Nature had approv'd. 
By him, yon groves the ruſſet ſlopes adorn, _ 

That catch the golden tinge of early morn ; 
By him, the bloſſom'd ſhrub, the blooming flower, 
From blended ſweets reviving incenſe pour ; 

By him the cryſtal lake is taught to ſtray, 

Where yielding vallies point a ready way ; 

By him the rough caſcade, with deafening roar, 

To liquid elements deſcribes a ſhore; _ 

While winds the whiten'd wave through flow? ry 

meads, 
And filver ſwans diſport among the reeds. 
Illuſtrious Name! to every virtue dear, 

| Whom all the good muſt love, the bad revere : 

 Unwarp'd by grandeur's ſoft, ſeductive lure, 

And arm'd by reaſon, from her arts ſecure ; 

For once, from wild caprice, kind Fortune free, 

Showers down her choiceſt gifts, unblam'd, on 

thee. 3 


* This RIDE has ever been confidered as the firſt 
of natural charms that BLEN HEIM ſupplies, and as 
the coup d' il and compendium of all the reſt; and 
as it may be taken in a carriage or on horſeback, it 
is neither accompanied with fatigue or delay. It 
may be taken too in any weather. 


G 4 To 
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To enumerate every beauty conſpi- 
cuous in this tour would. be to deli 
neate all that is charming in natural 
objects; and in ſome in ſtances would 
occaſion a repetition of circumſtances 
already remarked. A detail muſt not 
therefore be expected. Let it how- 
ever be obſerved, that at Blenheim the 


ferme ornte is combined with the mag- 


nificent park. In one quarter, the eye 
is delighted with the ſight of waving 
corn, in another with green paddocks 
that invite the ſcythe : here a building 
dedicated to agricultural purpoſes, or 
raiſed for the accommodation of the 
neceſſary officers, juſt peeps through 
the deep ſhade of ſurrounding trees ; 
there the team rattles down the ſlope 
abrupt. On one fide appears a herd of 
deer, on another a flock of ſheep, and 
ſometimes animals native and foreign 
graze in ſocial peace. All is a picture 
of rural life in its moſt agreeable co- 
lours, in its happieſt avocations: it 
preſents cheerful activity, or tranquil 

repoſe 
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repoſe—Arcadian ſcenes diveſted of 
fable, and real wealth without glitter. 
Amung the many captivating views 
which every ſpectator of taſte will re- 
cognize in his R1DE, thoſe from the 
Hicu Lopes and the OBELIisK may 
be particularized. The HIOH Lopez 
vras once the reſidence of the witty, 
but immoral Wilmot Earl of Rocheſ- 
ter, and the place where he died. Let 
thoſe, who have copied his profligacy, 
reflect on his remorſe, and reſolve to 
imitate his repentance! From hence 
the proſpect is not only one of the moſt 
extenſive, but alſo one of the moſt 
captivating in Great Britain: it in- 
cludes, among a variety of other ca- 
pital and pictureſque objects, a beau- 
tiful view of the Univerſity of Ox- 
FORD. . 


Oxoxia's fanes, of every art the ſear, 
Of every Muſe the lov'd, the bleſt retreat. 


From the Quartz or Pil Ax, 
the Palace, the Oy: and the Gar- 
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dens are ſeen in their beſt perſpective, 
and the idea of grandeur they excite 


will convert admiration into aſtoniſn—-— 


ment. Nor will the OEL Isk itſelf 
paſs without obſervation: it is raiſed 
to the memory of the hero of modern 
times, before whoſe tranſcendent ſer- 
vices the little merits of other warriors 
are loſt. 
Immortal Chief ! of Albion's ile the pride, 
By martial deeds to greateſt names ally'd : 
Renown'd for valour, as for mercy lov'd, 
The higheſt pitch of human bliſs you prov'd; 
Gain'd the fair meed without the conſcious ſtain, 
And wore the laurel, unalloy'd with pain. 
Unlike thoſe peſts which fought for fame alone, 
To ſlave a nation, or to maunt a throne ; 
You drew the ſword, the injur'd to defend, 
To aid the helpleſs, and the proud to bend. 
Be this your fame !—nor could the favouring Nine 
Grace with a praiſe, more noble, more divine. 


The ſtatue of this great man, which 
crowns the column, is defigned in a 
Roman dreſs.: : at his feet are two ea- 
gles: in the left hand is the general's 
baton ; in the right, a figure of Vic- 


ToRY elevated. On three ſides of the 
pedeſtal 
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pedeſtal are inſcribed the Acts of the 
Britiſh Parliament in his favour, and 
the entail of his honours and eſtates on 
the deſcendants of his daughters, by 
which they centre in the preſent il- 
luſtrious family: on the fide facing 
Blenheim, his character is thus deli- 
neated, and his exploits recorded, as 
is ſuppoſed, by the maſterly pen of 
Lord Bolingbroke : 


TheCaſtle of BL x x x £11 was foundedby Queen Ax x E, 
In the fourth year of her Reign, 
In the Year of the Chriſtian Era 
One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Five, 
A Monument deſigned to perpetuate theMemory of the 
Signal Victory 
Obtained over the French and Bawarians, 
Near the Village of BLEX HEIM, 
On the Banks of the Danube, 
By Jon Duke of MARLBOROU OR, 

The Hero not only of his Nation, but of his Age; 
Whoſe Glory was equal in the Council and in the Field; ; 
Who by Wiſdom, Juſtice, Candour, and' Addreſs, 

Reconciled various, and even oppoſite Intereſts ; . 
acquired an Influence | 
Which no Rank, no Authority, can give, 
| | Nor 
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Nor any Force, but that of ſuperior Virtue - 
Became the fixed, important Centre, 
Which united, in one common Cauſe, 
| . The principal States of EuxorE; | 
Who, by. military Knowledge, and irreſiſtible Velour, 
In a long Series of uninterrupted Triumphs, 
Broke the Power of France, | 
When raiſed the higheſt, when exerted the moſt: 
* Reſcued the Emerre from Deſolation ; 


Afſeried, and confirmed the Liberties of EuxoPE. 


« PHILIP, a Grandſon of the Houſe 
« of FRANCE, united to the Intereſt, di- 
cc rected by the Policy, ſupported by the 
« Arms of that Crown, was placed on the 
* Throne of Spain. King WILLIAM 
< WI. beheld this formidable Union of 
% two Great, and once Rival Monarchies. 
« At the end of a Life ſpent in defending 
« the Liberties of EUROPE, He ſaw 
« them in their greateſt Danger. He pro- 
« yided for their ſecurity in the moſt ef- 


« fectual manner. He took the Duke of 


ce Marlborough 1 into his Setvice. 


« Ambaſſador Fxerzordinary ai ws polity 
& To the States Genera] of the United Provinces, | 


The Duke contracted ſeveral Alliances, 


« before 
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tc before the Death: of King William. . He 
« confirmed and improved: Theſe, He 
cc contracted others, after the Acceſſion of 
© Queen ANNE; and re- united the Con- 
<« federacy, which had been diſfolved at 
ce the End of a former War, in 2 1 
<« and firmer League. 870 EH ov 


8 Captain General and Commander in Cy, | 
« Of the Forces of Great' Britain, 15 R 


The Duke led to the Field the ES on. it 
« the Allies. He took with ſurpriſing 
« rapidity VENLO, RUREMONDE, 
« STEVENSWAERT, LIEGE. He cx- 
© tended and ſecured the Frontiers of the 
« Dutch. The Enemies, whom he found 
« inſulting at the Gates of, NIMEGHEN, 
< were driven to ſeek for ſhelter behind 
« their Lines: He forced BONNE, HU, 
«© LIMBOURG, in another Campaign. 
He opened the Communication of the 
<< RHINE, as well as the MAES. He 
added all the Country between theſe Ri- 

vers to his former Conqueſts. 
The Arms of FRANCE, favoured: by 
the Defection of the Elector of BAVA- 
RIA, had De into the Heart of 
« the 
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er the EMPIRE. This mighty Body lay 


© expoſed to immediate ruin. In that me- 


4 morable Criſis, the Duke of MARL- 
«© BOROUGH led his Troops with unex- 
e ampled- Celerity, Secrecy, Order, from 
c the OCEAN to the DANUBE. He 
« faw, He attacked, nor ſtopped, but to 
« conquer the Enemy. He forced the BA- 
« VARIANs, ſuſtained by the FRENCH, 
cc in their ſtrong Entrenchments at SCHEL- 
« LENBERG. He paſſed the DANUBE. 

« A ſecond Royal Army, compoſed of the 


c beſt Troops of FRANCE, was ſent to 


« reinforce the firſt. That of the Confe- 
« derates was divided. With one part of 
te it the Siege of INGOLDSTADT was 
cc carried on: with the other, the Duke 
« gave Battle to the united Strength of 
e FRANCE and BAVARIA. On the 
te ſecond Day of Auguſt, one thouſand ſe- 


e ven hundred and four, He gained a more 


« glorious Victory than the Hiſtories of 
te any Age can boaſt. The heaps of ſlain 
e were dreadful Proofs of his Valour: A 
« Marſhall of FRANCE, whole Legions 
« of FRENCH, his Priſoners, proclaimed 
Ni 55 Mercy. BAVARIA was ſubdued. 

« RATIS- 
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* RATISBON, AUSBOURG, , ULM, 
ce MEMINGHEN, all the Uſurpations 
« of the Enemy were reſtored. From the 
«© DANUBE the Duke turned his victori- 
* ous Arms towards the RHINE. and the 
„ MOSELLE. LANDAU, IREVES, 
1 TRAERBACH were taken. In the 
" Courſe of one Campaign. the very Na- 
40 ture of the War was changed. The In- 
ce vaders of other States were reduced to 
55 defend their own. The Frontier of 
„FRANCE was expoſed in its weakeſt 
« Part to the Efforts of the Allies. 
4 That He might improve this Advan- 
> rage, that He might puſh. the Sum of 
Things to a ſpeedy Deciſion, the Duke of 
* MARLBOROUGH led his Troops 
a early in the following Year once more 
« to the MOSELLE. They whom He 
had ſaved a few Months before, neg- 
ce lected to ſecond him now. They who 
v might have been His Companions in 
<« Conqueſt, refuſed to Join him. When 
“He ſaw the generous Deſigns He had 
c formed fruſtrated by private Intereſt, by 
« Pique, by Jealouſy, He returned with 
" Speed to the MAES. He returned, and 
Fortune 
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t Fortune and Victory returned with Him. 
« LIEGE was relieved: HU re- taken. 
« The FRENCH, who had preſſed the 
« Army of the STATES GENERAL. 
© with ſuperior Numbers, retired behind 
cc Intrenchments which they deemed im- 
te pregnable. The Duke forced theſe In- 
4 trenchments, with inconſiderable Loſs, 
< on the ſeventh Day of July, 1705. He 
<« defeated a great Part of the Army 


< which defended them. The reſt eſcaped 


< by a precipitate Retreat, If Advantages 
ce proportionable to this Succeſs were not 
immediately obtained, let the Failure be 
<« aſcribed to that Misfortune which attends 
ee moſt Confederacies, a Diviſion of Opi- 
ec nions where one alone ſhould judge, a 
< Diviſion of Powers where one alone 


ec ſhould command. The Diſappointment 


« itſelf did Honour to the Duke. It be- 
© came the Wonder of Mankind, how he 


4 could do ſo much under thoſe Reſtraints 


* which had hindered him from doing 


cc more. 


Powers more abſolute were given him + 
ce afterwards. The Encreaſe of his Powers 


e multiplied his Victories. At the open- 


cc ing 


TT 


© ing of the next Campaign, when all his 
* Army was not yet aſſembled, when it was 
cc hardly known that he had taken the 
„Field, the Noiſe of his Triumphs was 
« heard over EUROPE.. On the twelfth 
day of May, one thouſand ſeven hundred 
c and fix, he attacked the French at RA- 
«© MELLIES. In the Space of two Hours 
« their whole Army was put to Flight. 
«© The Vigour and Conduct with which he 
improved the Succeſs were equal to thoſe 
„with which he gained it. LOUVAIN, 
« BRUSSELS, MALINES, LIERE, 
« GHENT, OUDENARDE, ANT. 
r WERP, DAMME, BRUGES, COUR- 
4 TRAY ſurrendered. OSTEN D, 
« MENIN, DENDERMOND, AETH, 
« were taken. BRABANT and FLAN- 
« DERS were recovered. Places which 
e had reſiſted the greateſt Generals for 
„Months, for Years; Provinces diſputed 
« for Ages, were the pe: of a Sum- 
*© mer. 
“Nor was the Duke content to tiumph 
« alone, Solicitous for the general Intereſt, 
his Care extended to the remoteſt Scenes 
of the War. He choſe to leſſen his own 
| H « Army, 
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a Army, that he might enable the Leaders | 
«of other Armies to conquer. To this 
c muſt be aſcribed, that TURIN was re- 
ce lieved, the Duke of SAVOY reinſtated, 
ce the FR ENCE « driven with Confuſion out 
« of ITALY. e 
“ Theſe Victories gave the Confederates 

te an Opportunity of carrying the War 
«on every fide into the Dominions of 
« FRANCE. But ſhe continued to en- 
joy a Kind of peaceful Neutrality in 
cc GERMANY. From ITALY, ſhe was 
<« once alarmed,” and had no more to fear. 
te The entire Reduction of this Power, 
« whoſe Ambition had cauſed, --whoſe 
ce Strength ſupported the War, ſeemed re- 
& ſerved to him alone, who had ſo trium- 
cc phantly begun the glorious Work. 

c The Barrier of FRANCE on the Side 


« of the LOW COUNTRIES, had been 


« forming for more than half a Century. 

« What Art, Power, Expence could do, 
had been done, to render it impenetra- 
e ble. Vet here ſhe was moſt expoſed: for 
ce here the Duke of MARLBOROUGH 
1 threatened to attack her. 


cc To 
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To cover what they had gained by 
© Surpriſe, or had been yielded to them 
by Treachery, the FRENCH marched 
% to the Banks of the SCHELDE. At 
their Head were the Princes of the 
Blood, and their moſt ' fortunate General 
e the Duke of VENDOME. Thus com- 
manded, thus poſted, they hoped to 
& check the Victor in his Courſe. Vain 
<« were their Hopes. The Dulte of MARL- 
<« BOROUGH paſſed the River in their 
„Sight. He defeated their whole Army · 
& The Approach of Night concealed, the 
« Proximity of GHENT' favoured theit 
« Flight, They neglected nothing to re- 
<« pair their Loſs, to defend their Frontier. 
« New Generals, new Armies appeared in 
© the NETHERLANDS. All contribut- 
ce ed to enhance the Glory, none were able 
d to retard the Progreſs of the Confede- 
<« rate Armies. 
« LISLE, the Bulwark of this Barrier» 
was beſieged. A numerous Garriſon, 
e and a Marſhal of FRANCE defended 
<« the Place. Prince EUGENE of SA- 
« VOY commanded, the Duke of MARL- 
« BOROUGH covered and ſuſtained the 
H 2 ce Siege. 
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ce Siege. The Rivers were ſeized, and the 
c Communication with HOLLAND in- 
<« terrupted. The Duke opened new Com- 
«© munications with great Labour, and 
cc greater Art. Through Countries over- 
c“ run by the Enemy, the neceſſary Con- 
ce. voys arrived in Safety. One alone was 
« attacked. The Troops which attacked 
« jt were beat. The Defence of LISLE 
„ was animated by Aſſurances of Re- 
« ljef. The FRENCH aſſembled all their 
« Force. They marched towards the Town. 
« The Duke of MARLBOROUGH of- 
ce fered them Battle, without ſuſpending 
te the Siege. They abandoned the Enter- 
* priſe. They came to ſave the Town: 
« they were Spectators of its Fall. 

From this Conqueſt the Duke haſtened 

© to others. 
« The Poſts mken by the Enemy on the 
« SCHELDE were ſurpriſed. That River 
vas paſſed the ſecond Time, and not- 
« withſtanding the great Preparations 
e made to prevent it, without Oppoſition. 
«© BRUSSELS, beſieged by the Elector 
« of BAVARIA, was relieved. GHENT 
Fc ſurrendered to the Duke! in the Middle of 
«Ka Win- 


E 
©a Winter remarkably ſevere. An Army, 
«© little inferior to his own, matched out of 
« the Place, © | 
As ſoon as the Seaſon of the Year per- 
ce mitted him to open another Campaign, 
the Duke beſieged and took TOURNAY. 
He inveſted MONS. Near this City, 
the FRENCH Army, covered by thick 
% Woods, defended by treble Entrench- 
ments, waited to moleſt, nor preſumed 
« to offer Battle. Even this was not at- 
e tempted by them with Impunity. On 
« the laſt Day of Auguſt one thouſand ſe- 
c yen hundred and nine, the Duke attack- 
« ed them in their Camp. All was em- 
„ ployed, nothing availed againſt the Re- 
« ſolution of ſuch a General, againſt the 
“ Fury of ſuch Troops. The Battle was 
« bloody : the Event deciſive. The Woods 
<« were plerced : the Fortifications trampled 
* down. The Enemy fled. The To 
« was taken. 
__ << DOWAY, BETHUNE, AIRE, St. 
« VENANT, BOUCHAIN underwent. 
e the ſame Fate in two ſucceeding Years. 
e Their vigorous Reſiſtance could not ſave 
ce them. The Army of FRANCE durſt 
H 3 ce not 


Ca) 


<« not attempt to relieve them. It ſeemed 
“ preſerved to defend the C wit . _- 
& Monarchy, 


The Proſpect of this extreme. Diſtreſ 
ce was neither diſtant nor dubious, . The 
* FRENCH acknowledged their an- 
* queror, and ſued for Peace. 


Theſe are the Actions of the Duke of MARLBOROUGH, 
Performed in the Compaſs of a few Years, 
Sufficient to adorn the Annals of Ages, 
The Admiration of other Nations 
Will be conveyed to lateſt Poſterity, 
In the Hiſtories even of the Enemies of 'BRITAIN. 
The Senſe which the BRITISH Nation had 
Of his tranſcendent Merit, 
| was expreſſed | 
In the moſt ſolemn, moſt effectual, moſt durable Manner, 
The Acts of PARLIAMENT inſcribed on this Pillar, 
Shall Rand as long as the BRITISH Name and Language laft, , 
__ Hluftrious Monuments 
Of MARLBOROUGH's Glory, 
| ; and 
Of BRITAIN's Gratitude. 


Ros of ſtately t trees deſcribe a creſ- 
cent on the eaſt and weſt of this co- 
lumn; but ſoon converging behind to 
a moderate breadth, and breaking into. 
groups and clumps of different forms 

and 
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and magnitudes, they form a charming 
viſta to an almoſt undetermined length. 
Through this viſta formerly lay the 
road conducting to the grand approach; 
a ſtraight reach of more than two 
miles, without much diverſity 1 in the 
objects, and with too great formality 
to pleaſe. It now takes a happier di- 
rection along. the edge of the lake to 
Quxxx Poor, then enters a low bot- 
tom with noble ſteeps in diſtinct maſ- 
ſes, the ſides of which are adorned 
with pendent groves and clumps of dif- 
ferent growths; and ſlowly gaining the 
level, at laſt terminates in the parallel 
of the palace and pillar; reaching the 
ſame point with the undeviating viſta, 
which in its preſent application is 4 
real embelliſhment. - 

The ancient Roman Nd generally 
known. by the appellation of AXEMAN 
STREET, croſſes the viſta from eaſt to 
weſt ; and may be diſtinctly traced near 
the north lodge. Where the AKE- 
MAN has been broken up, its materials 

4 | appear 
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appear to have been an immenſe con- 
geſtion of rubble and ſtones, ſuch as 
the vicinity ſupplied. Its ridge in many 
places is ſtill entire, and exhibits a proof 
of the perſevering induſtry, the inde- 
fatigable pains, and the public ſpirit of 
the Roman colonifts. At à ſmall diſ- 
tance beyond the park, and a little to 
the right of the AxEMAN, in the pa- 
riſh of SToOoNESFIELD, a teſſellated 
pavement was diſcovered in 1711, 


which was then generally ſuppoſed to 


be nothing more than the ſite of a Ro- 
man general's tent. In 1779, near the 
ſame ſpot, the areas of ſeveral - other 
large apartments were found with cu- 
rious teſſellations, and borders, at once 
admirable for beauty and device. Ad- 
joining was a hypocauſt, and a bath, 
and other remains of Roman archi- 
tecture in brick of the moſt durable 


texture. Theſe have been chiefly re- 
moved or demoliſhed : however, con- 


ſiderable maſſes of the pavements are 
# 8 by Thomas Walker of Hen- 
ſington, 


© ay 1 


ſington, Eſq. and correct drawings of 
the whole, by Lewingtoh, of Wood- 
ſtock (who has ſaved copies), are in 
the poſſeſſion of the n So- 
2 
But this park is l more celebrated 

for its magnificent royal palace, com- 
monly called the MA NOR Hos, the 
favourite retreat of ſeveral kings of 
England at various periods, till the 
reign of Charles I. when the ſucceed- 
ing interval of civil diſſenſion and anar- 
chy laid it almoſt wholly in ruins. It 
was not however wholly demoliſhed, 
till after the building of Blenheim ; 
when every trace of the ancient edi- 
fice was removed, and two ſycamore 
trees were planted to mark its fite.* 

Where yon ſpread trees wave o'er the cryſtal 

And ſhew inverted by the ſolar beam z 

There where the margin's daiſy mantled fide 

Shelves down to kiſs the congregated tide, 
An ancient palace ſtood, — the lov'd retreat | 

Of Britain's Monarchs from the toils of ſtate ; 

Where, dropt the weight of diademic power, 


The King, in private, ſpent the FRO hour ; 
New 


( 2 I 
On entering the park from Wood- 


ſtock, theſe preſent themſelves on a 


bold elevation beyond the river, at a 
ſmall diſtance from the bridge: their 
growth is luxuriant; their foliage of 
the moſt vivid green; they ſpread their 
broad arms on every ſide, and ſeem to 
guard the ſpot with religious venera- 
tion. Though their appearance is 
cheerful, though the penſive has no 
ſhare in the picture; a philoſophic 
mind can hardly view them without 
impreſſions more ſtrong than the moſt 
ſplendid ruin could have excited. At 
the ſight of a ruin, it is natural to in- 
dulge reflections on paſt ſcenes, to re- 
cal images of ancient grandeur, and to 
connect what remains with what is 
loſt. Here we cannot connect, but 
we may create. Fancy is at liberty 
to raiſe the pile, to faſhion its orna- 
ments, and to adapt its appendages 
without a guide, and without control; 


New ewe contriv d, or ponder'd on the paſt, 
Nor felt time flowly lag, nor fly too faſt. 
| Z and 
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and fancy will ever exceed realities. — 
We thus erect the viſionary palace 
we people it with the gay, the illuſtri- 
ous, and the good; we liſten to the 
voice of melody — we pourtray the 
ſprightly dance, the proud levee-;—at 
once they vaniſh; and we wake to the 
recollection of the vanity of art, and 
the ravages of time, which here ſhew 
their completeſt triumph. Of the re- 
gal dome, not a wreck remains; and 
where kings gave audience, and vaſſals 
knelt, the herds crop the vowed green“. 


S * 


Campos ubi Troja fut. 


Oblivion broods upon the levell'd lawn, 
And fly the tints By hiſtory's prone drawn. 


This place can boaſt a very remote 
antiquity. Hiſtory informs us, that 
King Ethelred, who began his reign 
in 3665 held a —— at Woml- 


* On watt and 1 improving the , in the 5 
vicinity, about two years ago, ſeveral natural and 
artificial curioſities were diſcovered among the reſt 


flock 


ſome coins of the Roman Emperors. 
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ſtock Palace; and Lambard; in his 
Collection of Saxon Laws, recites fe- 
veral ſtatutes then and there enacted. 
His brother, the illuſtrious ALFRED, 
who mounted the throne in 872, not 
only occaſionally reſided at Woodſtock, 
but, according to a MS. in the Cotto- 
nian library, ſpent ſo much of the lit- 
tle ſpace here, in which he was diſen- 
gaged from his numerous wars, that he 
tranſlated Boethius de Conſolatione Phi- 
laſopbiæ; and about the ſame time he 
is ſuppoſed to have founded the Uni- 
verſity of Oxford. 


Here ſacred ALR ED, victor of his foes, 
Indulg'd a ſtudious, and a mild repoſe ; 
Undrew the veil that wrapp'd the moral page, 
And ſoath'd by claſſic arts a barbarous age; 
Bade ſcience bloom with renovated grace, 
And claſp the Muſes in a cloſe embrace. 


Camden, in his Britannia, fays that 
King Ethelred, father of Edward the 
Confeſſor, Apud Woodſtock olim 
ordinum conventum habuit, et leges 
tulit;” that is, held a convention of 


the 
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the ſtates at Woodſtock, and paſſed 
laws. And from the cenſual roll, or 
ſurvey made in the 18th year of Wil- 
liam the Conqueror, commonly called 
Doomſday Book, it appears that Wood- 
ſtock was then a borough, and that the 
demeſnes were afforeſted. Rous, the 
hiſtorian, tells us, that this was the 
firſt park in England: in point of na- 
tural beauty and elegant embelliſhment, 
it ſtill maintains priority]! Dugdale 
ſeems to be of Rous's opinion ; and 
William of Malmeſbury, and others, 
inform, that King Henry I. furniſhed 
it with foreign wild beaſts, which he 
procured from other princes, or bought 
up at a great expence. Certain it is, 
that this monarch at leaſt beautified the 
palace, and ſurrounded the park with a 
wall, which in many places ſtill re- 
mains : whether he built them from 

the ground, is by no means ſo clear. 
At the mention of Woodſtock, the 
name of Henry II. naturally occurs : 
for who has not heard of HENRY and 
Rosamonp {| 


1 
| 
| 
i 


hd 
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R6saMony ! This celebrated beauty 
was daughter of Walter Lord Clifford. 
At the early age of fifteen ſhe poſſeſſed 


fufficient charms to captivate a warrior 


king, who ſeduced her from her friends, 
and contrived a bower for her recep- 
tion, and a labyrinth by which. her 
romantic retreat might communicate 
with the palace, and prevent any ſur- - 
prifal from the vindictive jealouſy of 
his Queen. This precaution, however, 
is well known to have proved ineffec- 
tual ; and the lovely frail one at length 
fell a victim to the reſentment. of the 
injured and the implacable Eleanor. 

II-fated Fair by HNA x led aſtray, 

And taught to tread Seduction's thorny way; 

Lur'd from parental arms, ere Prudence? call 
Fixt Virtue's wiſh, or pictur'd Vice's fall; 


Immur'd by Love in ſolitary bowers, 
And doom'd to wither like the deſert flowers ! 


The manner of her diſcovery, and 
the kind of death ſhe ſuffered, are va- 


riouſly related, and much diſputed ; 


and authentic hiſtory does not furniſh 
us 
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us with a clue to unravel: them. Ro- 
ſamond was buried in the - choir of 
Godſtow nunnery, near Oxford, where 
a magnificent tomb was erected to her 
memory, ſurrounded with: tapers on. 
tinually burning; till the beginning of 
King Richard's reign, when Hugh Bi- 
ſhop of Lincoln, in his primary viſita- 
tion, came to Godſtow ; and being of- 
fended at the extraordinary veneration 
he ſaw paid to a woman of her unfor- 
tunate deſcription, burſt into a fit of 
zeal, and ordered her remains to be 
removed, and depoſited i in a leſs ſacred 
place. His injunction was complied 
with; and the nuns interred her in 
their chapitet-houſe, covering her grave 
with a flat ſtone, on which was in- 
ſcribed no more than TomBAa Rosa- 
MUNDI. What is now ſhewn for Ro- 
ſamond's tomb, and ſome miſerable 
verſes recorded as her epitaph, are only 
inventions to amuſe the credulous, and 
baits for the ignorant: at the diſſolu- 
tion of the monaſtery more important 
58 objects 
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objects were obliterated, more ſingular 
circumſtances conſigned to oblivion. 

Curioſity will be eager to be grati- 
fied with an account of her bower, her 
labyrinth, and her bath ; circumſtances 
ſo univerſally known by report, and fo 
intimately connected with the ſcenes 
deſcribed. — Of the bower, there is 
neither hiſtory or drawing extant—of 
the labyrinth ſome traces are faid to 
have been diſcovered, and ſome uten- 
fils, coins, and antiquities dug up, and 
prefented to Lady Diana Spencer by 
the workmen, when the ground was 
levelling by order of the firſt Duke of 
Marlborough. The ſpring that muſt 
have ſupplied her bath, ftill remains 
and retains her name; and is truly 


Health to the ſick, and ſolace to the ſwain.” 


It is ſituated in a ſmall dell in the fide 
of the hill, a little to the weſtward of 
the grand bridge, and a few paces from 
the edge of the lake. It guſhes from 
an artificial aperture in the ſtones which 
line 
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line the cavity on the north to a con- 
ſiderable elevation, with a fall of nearly 
two feet, and a copiouſneſs and equa- 
bility in every ſeaſon, that few. ſprings 
exceed. Scarcely has it ſmoothed its 
ruffled wave before it is received into 
a capacious bath, about five feet deep, 
and twenty ſquare, lined at the bottom 
and on the ſides with freeſtone, and 
fenced with iron paliſades. The water 
of the bath is ſo pellucid and tranquil, 
that it reflects objects like a mirror; 
and for this purpoſe poets and lovers 
have aſſigned it to beauty, Which ſeems 
to be indigenous here. 

The facing over the fall i 18 1 
of a duſky coloured ſtone; the layers 
terminate abruptly on the ſides with 
the reſemblance of a ruin; and the 
whole has the air of antiquity. To 
increaſe this appearance it bears many 
marks of the univerſal paſſion — the 
love of fame. This has prompted 
numbers to carve the initials of their 


names, and the year of the exploit, 
I with 
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with charaRteriſtic rudeneſs, and with 


a ſeeming: zeal for their preſervation. 
In one part we ſee, names which now, 
perhaps, have no. other memorial; in 
another, recent efforts to impreſs-a re- 
membrance by obliterating what for- 
mer engravers have left as monuments 
of their exiſtence. Thus it is in life! 
in the moſt important tranſactions, in 
the greateſt performances. 
1 a ſolitude like this, where the 
ſubject and the ſcene are apt to inſpire 
penſive thoughts, ſueh traces are not 
unpleaſing, they tend to promote one 
general effect, to which every circum- 
ſtance here contributes the love of 
contemplation. The hawthorn, mixed 
with woodbines and other ſhrubs, over- 
hangs the ſpring, and forms a deep ir- 
regular ſhade ; the gadding ivy and its 
congenerous plants claſꝑ the ſtones that 
line the precipice, and fill up the fiſ- 
fures and interſtices with their roots. 
Behind riſes a grove, which is rapidly 
thickening its gloom, and affiſting to 


render 


Ts 
tender the ſpot more . The 
birds carol around; the nightingale, 
perhaps, pours forth her (plaienive: notes; 
and the daſhing of the watet "unites 
with the reverberations of the neigh- 
bouring echo to-cheriſh-a ſoothing me- 
lancholy. When this mood has been in- 
dulged rill relief becomes deſitable, we 
may turn to the palace. The aſpect 
on this hand is more cheerful and open. 
The ſombre, however, fill prevails, 
particularly at even; it is inſeparable 
from the ſeaſon and the ſpot. The 
following infcription was pen ned under 
its inflaence, on a report that an um 
2 intended to be erected over: the 

if the verſe ſhould be neglect- 
a, ler the er be reciedgbered | } 


—. 


[NSCRIPTION. 


Ye Fair! who d in Pleafure's Ss mazy- Rownid; 

Where many a Snare, and many a Gulph is found ; 

For once reflect! with penſive Step draw nigh, 

And let this Moral gain th' attentive eye :. 

«c Birth, Titles, Fortune, —all that Fate cari give, 
« Or the moſt favour'd of your Sex receive; 

"FP 1 2 % Youth's 
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«Alt dar uelights, or captivites and wirft, 8 
* Weigh'd imthę Scale gainſt Virtus, are but in 
6 « Link'd with. fair, Virtue, degthleſs Wreaths ob- 


Ern ce fain ; F 
«Wile Vice lives only in the Roll of Fame, tl 
9 To wake your Pity, or to warn from, Shame Vc: 
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received. the homage of Malcolm King 
of Scotland, and Rice Prince of Wales, 


in 1 1643 and likewiſe conferred the 
honour of knighthood on Jeffery ſur- 
named — his ſecond ſon 
by the fair Roſamond. The nuptials 
of the Lady Ermen gard, daughter of 
Richard Viſcount Beaumont, couſin to 
Henry, with WILLIAM King of Scot- 
land, were; alſo celebrated here with 


the utmoſt magnificence for four ſuc- 


ceſſive dayͤs. 

Epubxp, the ſecond "a of Ed- 
ward I. was born at this place, from 
thence called Edmund of Woodſtock ; 
as well as EDdw ARD, eldeſt fon of Ed- 
ward III. commonly known by the ap- 

pellation 
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pellation of the Black Prince, whoſe 
early valour and brilliant exploits, join 
ed to the moft poliſhed and conciliating 
manners, endear: his memory to every 
lover of his country. This gallant 
prince, who died at the age of 46, is 
ſaid once to have reſided at the manſion 
anciently alen PLA CE, now 
Dr. Mavor's academy. off ni fttick d 


L 8 poſe FEY. 
Ian 3 15 on gs natal ] hour, 3 
Wich partial aſpects ſhone each heaventy pow'r; / 

Pra cx from her olive throns- Harke, . 

And fierce Bx π o many a Pæan rung; 

The gentle Arts with approbation ſmibd, 

And War's wild offspring haw'd their ke 

1 child. — 49 & HILL , 

EY O1 fitted; Ox, te 2 ſhine 1 in e e } on 
When hoſtile legions preſs on every N 
Or give to Science all her native charms, wn 
And conquer Mix ps by Reaſon's nobler arms! 
Fain would the Muſe a laſting. wreath. entwine, © 
iis x deck with vivid bloom thy brow divine: 8 
- Fain would ſhe fing of Poi crikts“ tented feld, 
And with the Lal grace thy fable; ſhield; 

” Bat NaTuRE's charms recal her wild career, 
And fix her, b N to a meeter ſphere | 
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Woodſtock 1s 3 the birth place 
of Thou As, the fixth - ſon: of Ed- 
I 3 ward 


r 
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Ward 18. ſurnamed in r from 1 
lite of his nativity. elt ls 
 CHAVCER, the Ather of Engliſh 

per ſpent ſome of his happieſt hours 

at Woodſtock ; and if we make allow - 
ance for the ruſt of age, and the ob- 
ſolete modes of working that now ob- 
ſcure his works, no one has ever equal- 
led him in the various walks of poetry 
he adopted. Chaucer's houſe was ſitu- 
ated at the right angle of the area be- 
fore the triumphal gate which has been 
previouſly ' mentioned: the fite is at 
preſent occupied by Mr. Prior ; and 
though few remains of antiquity are 
now to be traced, the traveller of taſte 
never fails to eye the ſpot with a fond 
enthufiaſm : he venerates the reſidence 
of original genius, a and blames that 
ſpirit of improvement which has ob- 
literated veſtiges, that ought to have 
been deemed ſacred by every Briton. 
Several writers of reputation mention 
a huge folio of his works in MS. chain 


eo to a reading deſk. i in his houſe; and 
5 which 
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which is ſaid to have been extant in 
the beginning of the preſent | century, 
or the end of the laſt: that it once ex- 
iſted we have no doubt; but the pre- 
ciſe time when it diſappeared, and what 
has become of it, are totally unknown. 
 AKENSIDE's inſcription for a ſtatue 
of the ancient bard, though his me- 
mory does not ſtand. in need of ſuch 
frail memorials, nor is likely to obtain 
them, will not be improperly ſubjoin- 
ed, nor appear inapplicable to the pur- 
poſe for which it was intended. 


Such was old CHAu cx, ſuck the placid mien 

Of him who firſt with harmony inform'd 

The language of our Fathers. Here he dwelt 

For many a cheerful day. Theſe ancient walls 

Have often heard him while his legends blithe 
He ſang of love or knighthood, or the wiles 

Of homely life, thro” each eſtate and age 

The faſhions and the follies of the world 

With cunning hand pourtraying. Tho” perchance 

From BEN HEIM 's towers, O ſtranger : 1 chou art 

come 

Glowing with CHURCRHIILI's trophies, yet in vain 

Doſt thou applaud them if thy breaſt be cold 

To him this other hero, who in times 
Dark and untaught began with charming verſe 
To tame the rudeneſs of his native land. : 


I 4 With 


{ go 


With regard to the former celebrity 
of this place We may add, that the 
Princeſs ELIZABETH“ was confined 
at Woodſtock by her cruel ſiſter Queen 
Mary; and her life was once in the 
moſt imminent danger, from a fire that 
broke out under the room where ſhe 
ſlept; but whether this fire was kin- 
dled intentionally, or merely through 
accident, remains among the number 
of undeveloped myſteries with which 
the path of antiquity is ſtrewed. While 
here, ſhe is reported to have ſhed tears 
on ſeeing a milk-maid, ſinging, paſs 
before the window of her priſon, and 
to have expreſſed a wiſh that ſhe had 
been born to a ſituation as humble and 
as happy; a circumſtance on which 


* Yet cannot birth, or fortune's powerful claim, 
| Beauty's fair form, or virtue's heavenly flame, 
From life's fell cares their lov'd poſſeſſors free, 
_ Elſe, why, Ex 1z , frown'd the Fates on.thee ? 
Why dropp'd the tear, as from the lattice ſeen, 
The rural maiden, ſinging, croſs'd the green? 
But that you felt the crime of being great, 
And grac'd a priſon, ere you rul'd a ſtate ! 


the 


* 


the elegant and plaintive Shenſtone bas 
beautifully enlarged. 


Hark to nt milk-maid ſinging, 

Cheerly o'er the brimming pail; 

Cowllips all around her ſpringing, 
£ Sweetly paint, the golden 1 vale... 


2 Never yet did courtly maiden - 
Move ſo ſprightly, look ſo fair, 
Never breaſt with jewels laden 

$7 Pour a ſong ſo void of Care. . 4 K. 


Would indulgent Heaven had granted : _ 
Me ſome rural damſel's part! 
All the empire I had wanted 
> Tan. had been my berg, 4 heart. 


The following verſes were written 
with charcoal on the window ſhutter 
of the room where ſhe was confined. 
'They are the com poſition of a great 
Queen, and. derive. their chief merit 
from this peculiarity. 


Oh Fortune! how thy reſtleſſe wavering ſtate 
Hath fraught with cares my troubled witt, 
Witneſs this preſent priſonn whither Fate 
Could bear me, and the joys I quit. | 
Thou cauſedſt the guiltie to be loſed 

From bandes wherein are innocents incloſed ; 
Cauſing the guiltles to be ftraites reſerved, 
And freeing thoſe that death well deſerved ; 


» 


But 


{ We 


Aut by liar malice can be nothing wroughtes, _-; 
So God ſend to my foes all K . _ave Eu 


6 FL 
Ct, 


Anno gre . 


keen, pumpen. 


During the time of i che ci wars, 
the Palace, as has been previouſly men- 
tioned, ſuffered. irreparable damage, 
chiefly by the mercenary and rapacious 
diſpoſition of the uſurper and his de- 
pendents, by whom part. of the very 
materials were expoſed to ſale in 1653. 
The commiſſioners who aſſembled here 
in 1649, by order of the Rump Par- 
liament, to ſurvey the royal property, 
and had taken up their reſidence in 
the king's apartments, were terribly 
alarmed by ſuppoſed ſpirits, which 
inceſſantly diſturbed their reft dur- 


ing their ſtay: but the real actor in 


this farce, was one Joe Collins, fince 
called the merry devil of Woodſtock, 
though at that time dignified with the 
epithet of Juſt. This man, it ſeems, 


was a royaliſt, and anxious to impreſs 
| the 
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the commiſſioners with an idea of ſu- 


perndtural- agency againſt their pro- 
ceedings; and perhaps their own con- 
ſciences aided the impoſturee. 

A circumſtance of this kind would 


have been deemed unworthy regard, 


had it not been to introduce a remark 


on the triumph of true philoſophy®, 
and the decline of ſuperſtition. A 


learned doctor, a profeſſor in the Uni- 
verſity, in the reign of Charles II. 
fills ſeveral pages of his book on Na- 
tural Hiſtory with a detail of the pranks 
of this imaginary demon, among other 
reveries as ridiculous, which at this 
period would diſgrace the belief of 
anility. What a pleaſing revolution ! 


* Since the firſt publication of this work, we 
have had occaſion to lament in a neighbouring na- 
tion, that a ſpurious philoſophy, which when real en- 
lightens and humanizes the heart, has evinced ſtrong- 
er prejudices and ſanctioned greater enormities than 


ever could be charged againſt ignorance and fanati- 


ciſm. The deluſions of ignorance are either pitiable 
or laughable ; but the pride of fa//e philoſophy that 
ſpurns at religion and morals, is execrable and tre- 
mendous. 

2 Science 


n PN —hl:.:— 2 


| 
k 
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Science is now no longer obſcured by 
barbarous hypotheſes, nor true religion 
ſullied, by faith in demons licenſed to 
range, and witches permitted to tor - 
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THE berough of Woopsrocx is 
Stute on an eininence, near the banks 
of the Glyme, and enjoys every local 
advantage that can contribute either to 
health or pleaſure. es 


"Hows Woonevoct, erſt ami the fivan ſcene®, 
Lifts her high brow, and, happy, ſmiles ſerene : 
Woops rock, belov'd by Dian's huntreſs train, 

What time thoſe ſhades confeſs d the goddeſs reign. 


It is governed by a mayor, aldermen, 
and common council ; and returns twg 
burgeſſes to ſerve in Parliament. 

The immunities and franchiſes con- 
ferred on this corporation, by the fa- 
your of our ancient ſovereigns, are 
very conſiderable : in particular, Queen 
Elizabeth was a great benefactor ; 
and if it were not invidious to exhi- 
bit living characters to public view, 


* It was ay within the limits of Waren- 


Woodſtock 


woop Foreſt. 


4 

3 
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Woodſtock might now boaſt of a pa- 
fron, whoſe mupificengg eclipſes that 


of all the kings and queens that ever 
honoured it with their refidence; The 


town-hall and the church will be laſt · 


ing monuments of liberality in Pe, 
of utility i in its application! | 

The inns furniſh the beſt entertain= 
ment and accommodation to' travellers. 
Theſe are the BEAR, MARLBOROUGH 
ARMs, &c. The inhabitants manu- 


facture ſteel, and gloves, leather waiſt⸗ 


coats and breeches, to a very conſider- 
able extent; and in both branches, the 
peculiar excellence of their fabricks has 
gained them diſtinguiſhed pre- emi- 


nence. In one reſpect, they have left 


the fable of Midas no longer an object 
of ' wonder : at their touch, the old 
nails of a horſe-ſhoe are converted into 
articles of infinitely greater price, ac- 


cording to their weight, than the pureſt 


_ 


s a Weimer to a 11 in which J have 
fem ſome of thoſe you moſt valuable in the life of 
| man, 


iam) 
About thirty years. .aJO, zin pulling 
down: an old building near the church; 
feveral pieces of ancient cf] Wera 
found, and atnong them two af tho 
Emperor Vasr ASIAN, with this in- 
ſcription round the head, in dharacters 
very legible and næeat: VHS ASHA Nu 
Rom. IMP. Ave.:!: On the reverſa⸗ 
Jupz4a carTA. The Romans in- 
dubitably had ſeveral ſtations in this 
vicinity: Alecti Caſtra, or AL cHES“] 
TER on the Akeman, was leſs than 
ten miles diſtant; and the teſſellated 
pavement near Stonesfield is an un- 
queſtionable veſtige of that once po- 
tent nation. But this is not intended 


man, and which I have uniformly endeavoured to 
ſerve, I cannot help expreſſing an earneſt deſire to 
ſee ſome eaſy and practicable regulations adopted, 
which wou!d increaſe the conſumption, and fix the 
juſt and deſerved credit of its two ſtaple manufac. 
tures. My ideas on this ſubje& do not concern the 
public ; and therefore I forbear to ſtate them ; but 
it will give me pleaſure to find that, by calling the 
attention of individuals to this ſubject, ſo nearly con- 
nected with their intereſt, I have in any degree pro- 
moted the objects I have in view. 
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as a work on antiquities if it were, 
the field is open: yet who would pre- 


fer exploring the earth for urns, ruſty 


coins, and half obliterated caſtrameta- 
tions, to the contemplation of living 
art and blooming nature, arrayed in 
their gayeſt dreſs, and captivating with 
* * charms | 
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Lately were publiſbed, by the fame Aub, 
FOR THE USE OF SCHOOLS AND MEN OF BUSINESS, 


' ( Adopted Aut har E of the 
8 3 


1 Frice 208. 6d. bound, OS 3 
A New and | Imptovel Edition, being the Third, of 


UN [VERSAL. STENOGRAPHY. 
OR 


A Complite Sytem of Short Writing. : 


Adapted to every Purpoſe in which Snorr Hand is 
uſeful or ornamental, and attainable in a W 
Hou RS oY the moſt common W 


By WILLIAM MAVOR, LL. D. 


MASTER OF THE ACADEMY AT WOODSTOCK, 
AND, VICAR. OF. KYRLEY, BERKS, &c. 


Lon po: printed for T. Cadell, Strand ; Meſſrs: Robinſon, Pa- 
ternoſter-Row; and E. Newbery, St. Paul's Church-Yard: 
and fold by aff Bookſellers in Town and Country. 


+4+ A liberal Allowance to ſuch as purchaſe a Dozen 


Copies at a Time. 
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MOLYNEUX to LOCKE. 


„ will baye my Son taught SHorT HanD: I do not mean 
« in that Perfection to copy a Speech from the Mouth of a 
c ready Speaker; but to be able to write it readily for his own pri- 
«© vate Buſineſs. Believes me, Sir, it is as uſeful a Knack as any 
« Man of Bus1NES$ or Scyor. ar can be Maſter of, I have 
found the Want of it myſelf, and ſben the Advantage of it in 
& others frequently. 
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NOUVELLE DESCRIPTION 
_ | | 


BLENHEIM, 
IE PALAIS MAGNIFIQUE DU | 


DUC DE MARLBOROUGH, 


DANS LA PROVINCE D'OXFORD. ; 


Ornee d'un PLAN du Parc, Jarbins, &c. 
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*,* Printed Particulars of Woodſtock Academy | 
may be had of Dr. Mavor. = 


